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BY JANE YANOVSKY 
Staff Writer 
This year's commencement: 
International Court of Justice Jud 
mas Buergenthal, has been a tra 
in the field on international law si 
early 1960s. He authored the fir: 
prehensive text on International 1 
Rights Law (International Prote, 
Human Rights with L. B. Sohn, 
played a pivotal role in the establi: 
of the Inter-American Court of I 
Rights; headed and served on nui 
UNESCO and United Nations I 
Rights Commissions; and just prio 
election to the ICJ, was the Lol 
Professor of Comparative Law a 
risprudence at GW. 
Buergenthal received a B.A 
Bethany College in West Virginia 
from New York University ScY 
Law, and L. L.M. and S.J.D. degre 
Harvard University. 
Prior to coming to GW, h 
positions as the Fulbright and Ja1 
Professor of International Law 
University of Texas School of L. 
Dean and Professor of Internation; 
at The American University's Wa 
ton College of Law; and as the I.T. ( 
Professor of Human Rights and 
tor of the Human Right Program 
Carter Center of Emory Universit 
A Holocaust survivor o 
Auschwitz and Sachsenhausen cc 
tration camps, and a tireless lifelo 
vocate for the protection of human 
worldwide, it would seem a man 
accomplishments would need no f 
introduction. Yet t o many curren 
Law students, his selection as grad 
speaker came as a surprise. We 
Nota Bene wanted to provide grea 
sight into the distinguished career 
remarkable man, who, on the eve 
ICJ's hearing on the construction 
Israeli-Palestinian barrier, took tin 
of his busy schedule to speak with u 
his office in The Hague. 
NB: What triggered you, 
interest in international law and whi 
led to your involvement in the field? 
Judge Buergenthal. I really be 
international law is important. In r 
at NYU, there was only one cot 
See BUERGENTHAL p 
BY ALEX SAUNDERS 
Tauber/A/o/a Bene 
Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry speaks at GW's School of Media 
and Public Affaird last Wednesday. Former SBA President Corrie Westbrook 
looks on after introducing former Secretary of Defense William Perry, who also 
spoke at the event. 
With undergraduates on spring break, the 
University turned to the Law School to set the 
stage for a major policy speech by Democratic 
presidential candidate and U.S. Senator John 
Kerry last week. The visit came shortly after a 
March 3 speech by Secretary of the Treasury 
and 1967 Law School alumnus John Snow. 
Speaking from the Media and Public Af­
fairs building, Kerry outlined his plans for the 
military, sharing the stage with former Secre­
tary of State Madeleine Albright, former Sec­
retary of Defense William Perry, and former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff John 
Shalikashvili. 
Former SBA President Corrie Westbrook 
introduced Shalikashvili. University organizers 
said they asked Westbrook to speak because she 
was an official representative of the student 
body and because she plans to enter the U.S. 
Air Force JAG Corps, following graduation. 
Weeks earlier, Snow delivered the annual 
Manuel F. Cohen Memorial Lecture in the 
Moot Court room. The event has, over the 
years, featured prominent legal and judicial 
leaders, including U.S. Senator Paul Sarbanes, 
who spoke last year on his groundbreaking leg-
See SPEAKERS page 7 
Koester Administration Takes Office 
BY ALEX SAUNDERS 
News Editor 
The law school student body has 
elected Eric Koester to be the next SBA 
President. The incoming SBA leader says 
that he wants the law school to be a "voice 
to be heard" at George Washington Uni­
versity. Because he served as SA senator 
this year, Koester feels that he has the 
necessary connections to implement ben­
eficial changes. 
Koester has had previous experi­
ence with this type of position at his un­
dergraduate institution, Marquette Uni­
versity. While at Marquette, Koester 
served as Student Body President, a po­
sition he referred to as very similar but 
"with a smaller budget." He noted that 
there were two primary reasons to run 
for SBA President: This new position al­
lows him to meet different people that he 
might not otherwise come in contact with 
and he felt that he had to give back by 
representing the law school student body. 
Koester doesn't support the idea that lead­
ers are born, opting instead to adopt the 
adage that "luck is where opportunity 
meets preparation." 
Despite his roles at his undergradu­
ate institution and his new role here, he 
doesn't envision himself pursuing an ex­
clusively political career. "I don't want 
to be a lifelong politician so if I do go 
into politics it would be after a career in 
the private sector," said Koester. Even if 
he doesn't enter the political realm, 
Koester says he would like to be involved 
in leadership positions in whatever capac­
ity he finds appropriate, whether leader 
of a church group, parent-teacher orga­
nization or other community groups. 
Koester commented on how diffi­
cult it will be to fill the shoes of his pre­
decessor by noting that Corrie Westbrook 
has been a great leader and has played a 
very active role. He says he would like to 
continue this trend and continue to "make 
the law school heard." 
Koester says that because of the 
prestige and reputation of the law school, 
the school has an "opportunity to make 
important changes." 
One of the changes Koester envi­
sions includes more involvement between 
the SBA and the various student organi­
zations. Koester would like to implement 
an award program for organizations that 
might include a competition and a trav­
eling trophy, not unlike a Stanley cup for 
law school organizations. This, he says, 
is necessary to give recognition to "the 
good things that organizations do." 
Having students' voices heard is 
another top priority for Koester who feels 
that "people want to be heard." He notes 
that during the 13-week schedule debate, 
some people felt as though their concerns 
weren't being heard. This, says Koester, 
must be avoided so that students don't 
feel disenfranchised. "Even if you're not 
satisfied with the result, students will at 
least be satisfied that their views were 
heard," said Koester. 
In order to have better access to 
student concerns, Koester hopes to have 
a campus-wide satisfaction survey to de-
See KOESTER page 6 
Kerry, Snow Speak at GW 
Former SBA President 
Helps Introduce Presi­
dential Candidate; Trea­
sury Secretary Delivers 
Annual Cohen Lecture 
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Law Revue Show Keeps Feet On Both Sides Of The Line 
BY BRANDON BRISCOE 
Editor-in-Chief 
Never far from the line and often 
crossing it, the 26th annual Law Revue 
show poked merciless fun at students, 
professors, and law school alike Feb. 28 
in Lisner Auditorium. The two-hour 
event featured a number of skits, musi­
cal numbers, and an after party at 
McFadden's Bar. 
The show held no punches from the 
start. In a brief introductory monologue, 
show director Patrick Malone set the 
tone for the night. "You'll understand 
eighty-five percent of the jokes if you 
know that 'CDO' stands for 'Career De­
velopment Office,'" he cracked. 
Professors bore the brunt of the 
show's humorous assault. Dean Young 
was the first victim, being portrayed as 
the "dark lord" in an opening sketch 
spoofing "Lord of the Rings." Later skits 
joked about Professor Larry Mitchell's 
changing hair styles, Professor Banzhaf's 
obsession with McDonald's, and the so­
cial gatherings professors often offer for 
the Equal Justice Foundation auction, 
implying the socializing goes a bit too 
far. 
But although students wrote and 
performed the show, students were not 
spared the mockery. In a skit called "Top 
Gunners" spoofing the Tom Cruise 
movie, a commanding officer in the guise 
of Dean Young (with kimono and bow 
tie) instructed "gunner" students - who 
knocked over desks in their rush to the 
front of the classroom to ask 
post-class questions - that 
they must learn to be the best 
at "stating the obvious." 
Later, in one of the 
night's best skits, 3L Darren 
Soto delivered a priceless 
rendition of the "Crocodile 
Hunter," leading 3L Jaclyn 
Gerhard on a tour identify­
ing various species of law 
students like "Studious 
Lounge Softus," or "Lounge 
Shusher," and the 
"Foreignus Gibberish," or 
"L.L.M. Student." 
Of the song-and-
Chris Herndon explains why he's "Crazy 
in Law" 
dance numbers, Chris Herndon stole the 
show leading a rendition of Outkast's 
"Hey Yeah," mimicking the sound and 
dance moves to a T. As with all of the 
songs, the cast wrote new lyrics. In "Hey 
Law," for example, the lyric "Shake it 
like a Polaroid picture" was replaced with 
"Fake it like a resume reference." 
In another segment, talented singer 
Marcus Ehrlander portrayed the Adam 
Marcus Ehrlander as "Opera Man" 
lamenting his rejection from Georgetown 
Patrick Malone and Darren Soto sing the "3L Song 
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Sandler "Opera Man" charac­
ter, singing about his rejection 
from Georgetown and resig­
nation to his fate at GW. 
While much of the hu­
mor was brutal but enjoyable, 
a few jokes left the audience 
uneasy. A skit called "Faculty 
Feud" that matched profes­
sors in a "Family Feud" game 
referenced professors' sexual 
orientations and implied im­
proper relationships with each 
other and students, often 
drawing only nervous laugh­
ter from the crowd. 
There also seemed to be 
an effort to use the word "re­
tarded" in response to complaints follow­
ing last year's show that the word is in­
sensitive to mentally disabled people. 
But most of the show was good-
natured fun that drew roars of laughter. 
Webmail, law school elevators, and the 
CDO were frequent targets, and several 
double entendres around "dicta" and 
"firm jobs" were used often. 
In one skit, a romantically en­
tangled couple discuss their relationship 
using a string of legal terms about "li­
cense" and various tort actions with a 
great deal of wit and creativity. 
The cast of about thirty wrote, cho­
reographed, directed and performed the 
show after months of practice. Roughly 
four hundred people attended the show, 
filling much of Lisner's lower levels an 
spilling into the balcony seating. 
A few faculty members were brave 
enough to attend, and Dean Renee 
DeVigne wrote and performed in a skit 
with Rosanne O'Hara appropriately play­
ing her hands. 
Harry Kruglik plays Todd "the Bod" Peterson and 
Jenn Korth plays Lorri Unumb attempting to seduce 
student Crissi Olivella in "Wine and Cheese" 
3L Darren Soto observes taw students in 
their natural habitat as the "Crocodile 
Hunter." 3L Jaclyn Gerhard looks on. 
Harry Kruglik, Alina Morris, Alan Tauber, Jen Sun, Frank Lattuca, Debbie Bernstein, 
Stephanie Deckter, Darren Soto and Crissi Olivella form the "Fellowship of the 
Outline" 
Ria de Lumen, Christina Rodriguez, Jenn Korth, Patrick Malone, Jon Willingham and 
Marcus Ehrlander play popular 1L professors in "Faculty Feud" 
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NEWS FROM THE GW COMMUNITY 
John Kerry Back On Campus 
Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry can't get enough GW 
votes. He will return Thursday at 10:30 a.m. for a rally in Kogan 
Plaza. Organizers expect former candidate Howard Dean to be on 
hand and possibly offer his official endorsement to Kerry. "Doors" 
open at 9:30 a.m.; dress nicely for the national press. 
Graduation Gear 
Students who think they're graduating can pick up announcements 
and tickets and supply cap and gown measurements April 6,7, and 8 
at the Records Office. Students requiring more than the six allotted 
tickets will have an opportunity to sign up for additional tickets in the 
Dean's office at a later date. 
Be On Your Best Behavior 
Prospective students will be on campus in force next Friday, April 2 
for Preview Day to see what this law school business is all about. 
Moot Court Competition 
The first-year Moot Court competition will be held April 3-4 at the 
Law School. 2Ls and 3Ls should make plans to study elsewhere. 
EJF Sponsors "Race for 
Justice" 5KRun 
BY CRISTINA VON SPIEGELFELD 
Staff Writer 
GWU's Equal Justice Foundation 
will be holding its first ever Race for Jus­
tice: Just Race It on Saturday, March 27. 
The five-kilometer run-and-walk race will 
kick off at 8:00 a.m. at Haines Point and 
participants will include students, faculty, 
alumni, and community members. The 
race is being held to benefit GWU's Loan 
Reimbursement Assistance Program 
(LRAP), a program designed to help law 
school graduates with their loans so that 
they can pursue public interest employ­
ment. 
The funds raised will contribute to 
the forgivable loans law school graduates 
can qualify for if their annual income, 
after taking into consideration their law 
school loan payments, falls below a cer­
tain target income. Recipients of the 
LRAP have worked in well-known pub­
lic interest organizations such as the Ur­
ban Justice Center, Catholic Migration 
office, Women's Law Center and 
Children's Law. 
The race was initiated through sug­
gestions from several professors and stu­
dents who pointed to the fact that many 
of the top-tier schools hold similar races 
to benefit their public interest programs. 
Logan Hambrick is the Chair of the race 
and has worked closely with Jocelyn 
Stotts, President of Equal Justice Foun­
dation, to organize the event. 
Hambrick and Stotts were also able 
to plan the race more effectively through 
the support of faculty members such as 
Professors Cheh, Jackson, Schaffher, and 
Tuttle. The faculty members have been 
helpful in suggesting race routes, provid­
ing contacts, giving general suggestions, 
recruiting volunteers, and encouraging 
their students to participate in the race. 
The location of the race, at Haines 
Point, is familiar to many Washington, 
D.C. residents. It is particularly famous 
as the site of the statue, The Awakening, 
which is a larger than life depiction of a 
man rising out of the earth. According 
to Stotts, Haines Point was selected for 
the race because it provided a location in 
the city without any permit fees. 
The race must also start at 8:00 a.m. 
and end by 9:00 a.m. to comply with the 
National Park Service permit require­
ment. Having the race near the law 
school would have been prohibitively ex­
pensive since the campus is in the middle 
of the city and near major intersections. 
As it stands, the closing of an intersec­
tion usually costs at least $250. Another 
benefit of having the race at Haines Point 
is that it is a certified course and provides 
a scenic view of the Potomac River and, 
if the weather permits, the Cherry Blos­
soms. 
For its inaugural year, Stotts and 
Hambrick hope that roughly 150 to 250 
people will participate in the race. All 
participants must be pre-registered and 
pay a $25 entry fee which also covers 
water, fruit, and race t-shirts. Hambrick 
says that she has high hopes for the race 
and expects that it will become a spring 
tradition for the law school. "I've gotten 
a very positive response," said Hambrick. 
"We just need people to go ahead and 
sign up." 
Students are still encouraged to vol­
unteer to help out with the actual day of 
the race. For more information, the 
Equal Justice Foundation has placed bro­
chures in student and faculty mailboxes 
and can pick up extra ones for roommates 
and friends by the Race for Justice drop off 
box in the Records Office. The same in­
formation and an online version of the 
sign-up form can also be accessed by click­
ing the race link at http:// 
www.law.gwu.edu/stdg/ejf. 
SBA Beat 
Westbrook Administration Ends; SBA President Koester 
Announces New Cabinet 
BY ALAN TAUBER 
Managing Editor 
Outgoing SBA President Corrie 
Westbrook finished up her administration 
much as she started it, working hard and 
seeing to it that SBA events go off with­
out a hitch. To that end, she announced 
that Preview Day for incoming lLs will 
take place on Friday, April 2 and urged 
all student leaders to lend a hand show­
ing these new students around. She also 
announced that the EJF Auction has been 
scheduled for Thursday, April 8, starting 
at 3 p.m. 
Westbrook then asked the Board to 
ratify the election results and this was 
done unanimously. She then turned the 
reigns over to newly elected SBA Presi­
dent Eric Koester. Koester got right down 
to business, discussing the new layout of 
his cabinet, which would include six ex­
ecutive officers as well as himself. In 
addition to the traditional roles of Vice 
President, Treasurer and Secretary (now 
Chief of Staff), Koester proposed add­
ing three new executive postions: A Pro­
graming VP, Outreach VP and Commu­
nications VP. 
Koester announced that Christina 
Rodriguez would fill the role of Program­
ming Vice President, who will oversee all 
SBA programming and directors. He is 
currently seeking applications for the 
position of Outreach VP who will over­
see all outreach activities to outside or­
ganizations, and a Communications VP, 
wo will over see all external communica­
tions efforts by the SBA. 
Looking ahead to September, when 
the newly approved SBA Constitution 
goes into effect, Koester also proposed 
three Committees of the re-named SBA 
Senate. The Finance Committee will deal 
with all matters related to funding of stu­
dent groups including the yearly budget 
process and ad hoc requests. The com­
mittee will be made up of five senators 
with the Director of Budget and Finance 
and the Treasurer serving as non-voting 
members. 
The Student Life Committee will 
decide matters relating to organizations 
and student life on campus and will also 
have five members, along with the Direc­
tor of Organization Outreach. Finally, 
there would be an Academics Commit­
tee which will deal with matters relating 
to academic affairs and other education 
related items. The Director of Academic 
Affairs will serve as a non-voting mem­
ber. 
Will Wilder, 2L Rep, announced 
that starting March 26, the microwaves 
and refigerators will be cleaned every 
Firday at 5 p.m. Wilder approached the 
administration after receiving several 
complaints from his constituents. Other 
members of the SBA applauded Wilder's 
efforts. 
Tine fust meeting, of One Koester 
Administration then ended. The next 
SBA meeting will be Tuesday, March 30 
at 8 p.m. 
Update on Chris Bartok 
The SBA has halted plans to send 
a letter to Sequoia Bar and Grill in the 
wake of Chris Bartok's death. The SBA 
made the decision after learning the es­
tablishment may not have been asked to 
call 911, former SBA President Corrie 
Westbrook said. 
Westbrook said she spoke with De­
tective Christopher MacWilliams to 
verify her information before sending the 
letter. Detective MacWilliams, who was 
assigned to investigate Bartok's death, 
said that Westbrook's information was 
incorrect, but that he could not com­
ment further because of an ongoing in­
ternal investigation. 
The SBA first considered action 
against Sequoia after an e-mail message 
to the law school community from Dean 
Renee DeVigne indicated that someone 
had asked Sequoia to place the call. 
In the wake of this information, 
the SBA has decided not to send the let­
ter. Earlier this semester, the Metropoli­
tan Police officially ruled Bartok's death 
an accident and closed the investigation. 




COMPARATIVE L AW 
PROGRAM IN E UROPE 
June 5 - July 4, 2004 
International Economic Law Seminars at the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the European 
Union, the WTO, Arbitration Court, and the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. (3 credits) 
International Human Rights Law Seminars at the 
United Nations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the High 
Commissioners for Human Rights and for Refugees, and the International 
Labor Organization. (3 credits) 
International Environmental Law Seminars at the 
World Health Organization, Green Cross, UN Environmental Program, 
and secretariats of key environmental treaties in Geneva. (3 credits) 
ABA approved • Limited enrollment * Cost: $6,402 • Maximum credits: 6 
• All seminars taught in English (includes tuition for 6 credits, shared 
room, breakfast, some additional meals, and some transfers) 
For more information, contact: 
Professor Emilio Viano 
Telephone: 202—885—6228 
Fax: 202-885-2907 




WASHINGTON COLLEGE of LAW 
ITT 
Sponsored by The Washington College of Law, American University, Washington, DC, 
and The Center for International Environmental Law, Geneva. cco/aa 
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Use of Laptops For 
Exams Growing 
BY ELIZABETH AUSTERN 
Staff Writer 
Statistics show that GW Law stu­
dents have accepted laptop exams. The 
law school staff has spent considerable 
time making sure the program runs 
smoothly, benefiting students and teach­
ers alike. 
Participation in the program has 
grown by more than 60% in the two years 
since the option was made available to 
students. In Fall 2003,1,334 students took 
5,369 exams on laptops, while fewer than 
half took advantage of the program when 
it was first offered. These numbers from 
the Fall indicate that students are using 
their computers to'take more than three-
quarters of tests eli­
gible for the laptop 
option. 
Nevertheless, 
not all students like 
typing their exams. 
"I just feel more 
comfortable writ­




dents will be required to purchase laptops 
in the future, LLMs will not. This fact, 
along with student preference for the old-
fashioned method, ensure that handwrit-
ten and typed exams will be offered for 
the foreseeable future. 
Rosanne O'Hara, Director of Stu­
dent Services, said that students "had 
asked [the school] annually to be allowed 
to take essay exams on laptops" before 
the program was implemented. But be­
fore the renovation of the Lerner Hall 
classrooms in 2001, there were simply not 
enough electrical outlets to accommodate 
student demand. 
The renovation added outlets at ev­
ery classroom seat, the school researched 
options in Fall 2001 and in Spring 2002 
three courses held laptop exams in a pi­
lot program. Professor Banzhaf offered 
$100 to any student who could "break 
out" of the program - leave the program 
open, access other applications or docu­
ments on their computer, and then con­
tinue writing the exam. No one claimed 
the money, and the school decided the 
program was secure enough to be used 
by everyone. 
ExamSoff was chosen by O'Hara 
after a careful, but limited, search. There 
are currently only two other exam soft­
ware programs on the market, one of 
which had a reputation among other law 
schools for being difficult to use and 
download, and the other too easy to 
"break out of." When GWU Law School 
started its pilot program, ExamSoft was 
just beginning to sell its software to 
schools, and as one of the first custom­
ers, the Law School had influence over 
how the application evolved. 
A criticism occasionally heard by 
O'Hara is that students dislike download­
ing the software every time exams are 
taken. Margot Stokol, a 1L student, com­
plained "I don't like that I had to down­
load it and then download it again - once 
for midterms and once for finals." 
The download requirement exists 
partly to accommodate newer versions of 
the software, but mainly because the 
school's license to use the program only 
lasts a semester. The start and end dates 
for the program are different for each 
school depending on their contract; this 
is why each student is directed to down­
load their own school's version of the 
software. 
Many students wonder why the 
school requires that students use exam 
software rather than their word process­
ing programs. O'Hara explained that 
ExamSoft's AutoSave and backup fea­
ture, which saves the student's work to 
the hard drive every 5 seconds and cre­
ates a backup file every 10 minutes, guar­
antees that a student will not lose their 
work; this feature is not available with 
most word processors. 
Additionally, each professor must 
approve the use of the 
exam software for his 
or her course. Many 
professors prefer to re­
ceive exams that are 
printed rather than 
written, but many also 
wish to keep the con­
tent of their exams out 
of circulation: Some 
because they never re­
lease old exam con­
tent, and some be­
cause there may be students who have to 
make up the exams for emergency rea­
sons. 
The faculty was also concerned that 
savvy .students would have advantages 
over other students by electronically 
searching their notes or copying previ­
ously written material directly into an 
exam, activity that would be impossible 
to monitor. Because ExamSoft encrypts 
files so that they can only be opened by 
an administrator, exams cannot be altered 
or viewed by students after they have been 
turned in. 
Of the 264 classes given last semes­
ter, 108 had computer exams as an op­
tion. Not all classes are evaluated in ex­
ams, and it is not possible or practical to 
use the software for all exams - multiple 
choice exams are given on "scantron" (fill 
in the bubble) sheets, while it would be 
impractical to use the software on short 
answer exams that require only a certain 
number of lines for each question. 
While the current version of the 
software allows exams to be saved on CD, 
the school only allows floppy disks to be 
used. Mike Briggs, Head of Technology 
Services, says that saving CD ROM files 
can take up to five minutes at the end of 
an exam, and CDs also take longer to 
read than floppies. 
The exam printouts are created im­
mediately following an exam and handed 
directly to the professor with written 
materials, so speed is important. The 
school provides floppy disks and labels 
to each student at exam time. Last semes­
ter, 5,600 disks were ordered at a total 
cost of $1,255.82 The disks are not re­
used, but stored in the Records Office - a 
copy is also retained on the exam taker's 
hard drive in case it needs to be retrieved. 
While both students and adminis­
trators have expressed a desire to forgo 
digital media and save exams over the 
Internet, neither ExamSoft nor the school 
has the capability to allow this yet -
ExamSoft is still developing the feature, 
and Lerner Hall, where exams for many 
large lecture classes are held, does not 
have wireless network access in most ar­
eas. 
Mock Trial Team 
Headed to Nationals 
BY ALEX SAUNDERS 
News Editor 
The mock trial team of 3Ls Chris 
Hamner and Rohan Virginkar have re­
cently qualified for the National Trial 
Competition's national tournament for 
the second year in a row after their vic­
tory at the regional competition last week. 
The nationals will be late next month in 
Austin, Texas and is sponsored by the 
Texas Young Trial Attorneys Associa­
tion. 
Additionally, the team of Jennifer 
Sheffield and Ken Clark reached the re­
gional semi-finals. GW was the only 
school in the region to place two teams 
to the semifinals. 
Hamner calls this result "phenom­
enal." "I'm excited about what the board 
has done the last couple of years," he said. 
Hamner and Virginkar have approxi­
mately one month to prepare their argu­
ments. 
"The last time we won, there were 
no expectations," says Hamner. This time 
around, he is "hopeful" that the team will 
get to the Quarterfinals of the nationals 
or further. 
Virginkar agrees. "It was great to 
be there last year, but I think that now we 
might have a better idea of what it takes 
to do well tViere," Vie said. 
In last year's national round of the 
competition, the team lost by only one 
point on all the score sheets in the pre­
liminary rounds. 
"I think the mock trial competitions 
are the best experience for someone who 
wants to do actual advocacy," says 
Hamner. He says that while most law 
school classes are more like a seminar, 
mock trial competitions build important 
skill sets. 
In the quarterfinal round of the re­
gional competition, one of Hamner and 
Virginkar's judges was the presiding judge 
in the Lee Malvo case. "That's as real as 
it's going to get in law school outside of 
a clinic," said Hamner. He says that some 
of the judges at these competitions are 
"no-nonsense." He recalled that one judge 
he argued in front of was "very demand­
ing" and "didn't like a lot of rambling." 
Hamner says that on one occasion, he 
lost an objection and got a stern lecture 
from this judge. 
Despite the amount of work in­
volved, Hamner says that "it's a lot of 
fun." The team plans to be in Austin for 
about a week during the competition and 
plans to be there for the entire event. 
The hypothetical case the NTC 
competitors argued at regionals was 
about a man suing a casket company for 
emotional distress. The plaintiff argued 
that his mother's body fell out of the cas­
ket during her funeral because of shoddy 
construction. 
To prepare for the regional compe­
tition, Hamner said the two teams se­
lected by the mock trial board met three 
to four nights a week going through their 
arguments and developing themes. 
As the time for oral arguments drew 
closer, the teams enlisted the help of other 
mock trial board members to be the wit­
nesses and to provide suggestions. 
Hamner notes that one of the diffi­
culties for the competitors in the nation­
als is that they caht picY. then om New­
nesses. Unlike the CW's internal compe­
titions, where students pick their wit­
nesses, the NTC national rounds require 
that competitors use witnesses provided 
to them. 
Hamner says that this adds uncer­
tainty to the event because sometimes the 
witnesses provided are persuasive and 
know the facts well, while other times 
they aren't very helpful. 
This, he says, is more like real life 
in that you don't know how a witness 
will react to being on the stand. 
3Ls Chris Hamner (left) and Rohan Virginkar prepare Sun. to return to the 




Judge Survived Holocaust, Helped Shape Int'l Law 
BlJERGENTHAL from page 1. 
international law, and it was taught in the 
third year. People would assume that you 
just wanted to travel and that you weren't 
serious. The only way to specialize was 
to study, so I went to Harvard and did 
nothing else but international law. I ac­
tually started teaching in the field first, 
and only then got practical experience. 
My first teaching job was at the 
University of Pennsylvania, but I got into 
international work in a strange way. A 
friend who was a practicing attorney was 
appointed to two US missions in the area 
of human rights and international law. 
He wanted a fast lesson in the subjects so 
he turned to me. Once he began his work, 
I was brought in as an advisor. That was 
the beginning of my involvement with 
UNESCO, and then I just started getting 
invited. 
I also submitted my S.J.D. disserta­
tion in 1968. My topic was "Lawmak­
ing in the International Civil Aviation 
Organization." It was an unusual topic, 
but my advisor told me to pick something 
I knew nothing about, so that's what I 
did. It was published as a book, and much 
to my surprise, in 1972 three ICJ judges 
cited it - it proved useful. 
NB: In your diverse career, what expe­
rience or involvement in international law have 
you found to be the most rewarding, from a 
human rights or a personal perspective? 
JB: I found it very personally grati­
fying to seive on the United Nations 
Truth Commission for El Salvador. It was 
a tremendous experience to investigate 
crimes committed on both sides in a ter­
rible civil war in small country. It was 
genuine hands-on human rights work and 
it had an important impact. 
I was also Vice-Chairman of the 
Claims Resolution Tribunal for Dormant 
Accounts in Switzerland. It was a sort 
of poetic justice for me: for a holocaust 
survivor to be sitting there and deciding 
who gets the accounts. When you read 
some of the files, you realized that you 
were probably the only person there who 
understood what they were really about. 
From that stance, it was a very impor­
tant part of my life even though it was 
quite brief. 
NB: Have you ever revisited the places 
of your childhood? 
JB: I went when the [Berlin] wall 
came down. I went back to Auschwitz 
and to where I was born, which was quite 
a surrealistic experience. In 2000, there 
was a man writing a book about me. He 
insisted that I go back on the 55th anni-
versary of the death march out of 
Auschwitz. I didn't relish the experience. 
Auschwitz in the summer is much easier 
than Auschwitz in the winter. It's no 
longer the way it was. 
It's strange, but I was actually lucky 
when I came there [Auschwitz], I came 
from a work camp so the usual selection 
did not take place. I was liberated on the 
20th cf April 1945. I was in Berlin on 
May 1. 
I believe a lot of everything is luck. 
Anyone who can claim that he did it all 
by himself is a big fraud. 
NB: What has proved the most surpris­
ing about your job at the ICJ? 
JB\ TViat 1 am here is very surpris­
ing. I never expected to be here. I am the 
first American immigrant to serve in this 
position. The tradition has been to nomi­
nate someone who has been in the De­
partment of Justice or the Department of 
State, so when I was initially called by 
the legal advisor I didn't get my hopes up. 
I thought they were going through the 
motions. When I did get it I was totally 
unprepared. 
What's impressive about the ICJ is 
the certain sense of unity of international 
law that exists within the court. It's law 
that's not just country specific - it's inter­
national law. Most of the time we sit en 
banc. We are all international lawyers 
regardless of background. We commu­
nicate professionally in the same language 
in terms of international law. I expected 
that, but it's nice to realize that in reality. 
The court has two former foreign minis­
ters, ambassadors, and a few academics, 
and it's a wonderful group in terms of 
varied experience. It'd be terrible if we 
were all the same. 
I also share an American law clerk 
with my Russian fellow judge. Five years 
ago I would have said this was impos­
sible, but now it's a reality. And I didn't 
even pick up on it - someone pointed it 
out to me. 
NB: As both an academic and a judge, 
what do you think are the most significant 
changes that have recently taken place in th e 
field of international law? 
JB: The biggest impact has been the 
end of the Cold War. During that time it 
was very difficult for international law to 
be significant in international relations. 
People used to think it was useless. Even 
the ICJ played a very small role. Public 
international law today is not just straight 
public interest law - it's a mix of private 
and public law. 
The whole area has blossomed be­
cause the walls have come down and glo­
bal trade has resumed. As a result, inter­
national organizations play a very impor­
tant role and have tremendous impact. 
International law is the law of all these 
organizations. American students don't 
frequently understand it, but the United 
Nations and all these international orga­
nizations are much more crucial than 
people in the United States tend to think. 
They confuse and dissociate inter­
national law in the political sense with 
the international law that drives trade and 
communications. The key thing is that 
nothing is any longer local! Those who 
don't understand this may in the end be 
sorry about it, because the big interna­
tional law firms and the Europeans have 
already grasped it. 
NB: What advice would you give to law 
students currently entering the field? 
JB: I don't see anyplace other than 
perhaps NYU that can hold a candle to 
GW in terms of professors teaching in­
ternational law today. There's always 
time to take bread and butter courses, but 
this is your last time to study things that 
really interest you. You'll regret letting 
the opportunity pass by, it happens so 
often. 
American law students today, 
oddly, are sometimes more provincial 
than the law firms - they suffer from a 
kind of myopia. They can't imagine what 
kind of business big law firms do in in­
ternational fields. My call to the students 
would be to wake up! I've done a lot of 
arbitration and what's surprising is that 
many foreign counties are represented in 
these arbitrations by American law firms. 
For GW students, the World Bank is just 
across the street - the international real­
ity is ever-present. 
It's so important for law students 
to pursue in school what they are realiv 
interested in doing, rather than be driven 
by what they think others believe they 
should be doing. Don't worry about not 
getting a job. Do what you think you 
would enjoy doing - life is going to be 
much better if you do. 
As for myself, I still don't know 
what I should do - I am still figuring it 
out. 
Reforms Planned for 
SBA Executive 
KOESTER from page 1. 
termine where the problems are. He also 
hopes to conduct a student housing sur­
vey to help students and prospective stu­
dents make more in­
formed decisions about 
local housing options. 
Additionally, he hopes to 
see the SBA website 
greatly improved and up­
dated. Among other po­
tential plans are a "class 
Olympics" and free cof­
fee for students. 
The new SBA Con­
stitution will allow for 
better representation, 
says Koester. With the 
new Constitution in 
place, Koester is making 
plans for a new structure 
for his administration 
whereby he will appoint 
officers to handle certain 
areas, with only a limited number of 
people reporting directly to him. 
Koester said that unlike last year, 
when there were over 30 different people 
SBA President Eric Koester 
reporting to the president, he will imple­
ment a tiered structure whereby specific 
areas and committees are delegated to 
certain officers who report 
to the president. Koester is 
currently assembling his 
team of officers. Some of 
the positions already an­
nounced include Erin 
Plasteras as Executive Vice 
President, Jon Willingham 
in the Treasurer position, 
Ben Askew as the Chief of 
Staff and Christina 
Rodriguez as Program­
ming Vice President. 
Koester hopes to 
make it more pleasurable 
to be in the SBA by doing 
more "meet and greet" 
events allowing for more 
communication within the 
SBA and between the SBA 
and the faculty. Koester would also like 
to see forums held on the contentious is­
sues facing the law school so that 
everyone's voice is heard. 
Ogletree Discusses Brown 
Harvard Law Professor Charles Ogletree spoke to a packed L201 and 
overflow rooms to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Brown v. Board of 
Education. 
Not a Bene 
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Secretary Snow: Economy Growing 
SPEAKERS from page l. 
Secretary of the Treasury John Snow (JD '67) speaks in the Moot Court Room Mar. 3. 
islation in the wake of numerous corpo­
rate scandals. Snow spoke in a similar 
vein, outlining the economic success he 
views the country as now enjoying. 
Dean Young was on hand to wel­
come the Bush appointee, noting that "he 
has fulfilled the opportunity and respon­
sibilities of a GW Law degree." Dean 
Young commented further on Snow's 
work in the private sector for CSX and 
thanked him for appearing in the annual 
Manuel Cohen Lecture, noting that Snow 
"fits the mold of Manual Cohen." 
Snow also commented briefly on 
Cohen's contributions adding that he was 
an "extraordinary character." Snow 
spoke about his own experience at the law 
school and the effect it had on him, say­
ing that the law school experience "never 
really leaves you." He said that the type 
of critical thinking taught in law school 
is a quality that has served him well and 
added that GW Law is "a first-rate law 
school." 
The Secretary of the Treasury then 
turned to current issues, addressing con­
cerns over the state of the economy. He 
said that the economy is improving and 
noted that a year ago, people were con­
cerned about the potential for a "double-
dip recession." He addressed the issue of 
the "anemic" work recovery by noting 
that jobs return as business spending and 
confidence come back. 
He called this last fiscal term a 
"break-out quarter," noting that the 3rd 
Quarter evidenced the highest economic 
growth rate in the past 25 years. He said 
that in regards to slow job creation num­
bers, there is a vast difference between a 
"household survey," which seems to 
show less unemployment because of its 
ability to account for people who are self-
employed and a "payroll survey," which 
shows higher unemployment numbers. 
Snow pointed out that self-employment 
is "a rising phenomenon" in the United 
States but admitted that for many, "jobs 
aren't coming back fast enough." 
Snow addressed the concerns over 
the supposed "jobless recovery" by not­
ing that a growing and expanding 
economy "creates jobs and always will." 
He added that perhaps a lot of business 
owners are waiting to see if the economy 
stays stable before hiring new employees. 
Snow said that business owners 
might have "a little bit of Missouri in 
them" in that the want to be shown that 





is "extraordinary productivity in the US 
economy," said Snow. He added that the 
economic growth will show up in wage 
share "shortly." 
Snow feels that many of the current 
problems are associated with the so-called 
"bubble burst" and that anyone involved 
with that collapse has "learned an awfully 
important lesson," namely "how impor­
tant trust is." Snow says that the "bubble 
burst" threatened corporate capitalism 
and trust was eroded. 
"The bonds of corporate capitalism 
frayed to the breaking point," said Snow. 
Boards were failing in their fiduciary du­
ties, auditors and accountants weren't 
watching the numbers and many were 
taking excessive compensation, Snow 
added. And lawyers, he said, played a role 
too as they forgot that their ultimate re­
sponsibility is to the "capital markets." 
The Sarbanes-Oxley Act was an 
absolute necessity in addressing these 
problems, said Snow. He commented that 
it could have "been written better" and 
that he wasn't "happy with it at first" but 
that ultimately it has played an important 
role. "What [the Sarbanes-Oxley Act] 
does is restore the tenets of corporate 
capitalism," said Snow. It restates the 
need to keep the shareholders' best inter­
ests in mind and makes CEOs account­
able for their actions. Snow pointed out 
that the Act also makes auditors and law­
yers more responsible and accountable. 
The new law also requires that fi­
nancial statements represent "what goes 
on" in these corporations, said Snow. "It 
emphasizes the fundamentals of how cor­
porations should function," he added. 
The act is important in this regard, he 
says, because "we lost our way" and greed 
got in the way in the 1990's. "We've 
cleansed the system," he said. 
Corporations have gone through a 
serious reevaluation, said Snow. Addi­
tionally, he sa'id, tax shelters are one of 
the Treasury Department's worries. Tax 
shelters became "very abusive" in the 
1990's and this complimented the "infec­
tious greed...that corrupted corporate 
life," Snow said. He noted that "tax is part 
and parcel of trust" in government and 
business and that obeying tax laws is nec­
essary for public confidence. 
Snow also addressed the issue of 
international trade saying that "there are 
some benefits to international trade and 
some trade-offs." In response to a ques­
tion regarding the loss of high-tech jobs, 
Snow pointed out that the losses in trade 
are especially visible whereas the benefits 
are more diffuse. 
When a textile mill goes out of 
business due to international competi­
tors, he said, it is very visible while the 
many advantages may not be as visible. 
Snow pointed to the high productivity 
level of agriculture to demonstrate how 
technological innovations are improving 
output while not necessarily creating 
more jobs. Ultimately, he said, interna­
tional trade "raises the standard of liv­
ing" in America and "economic isolation­
ism" is not a viable policy, noting that 
the "best thing you can do is embrace the 
world." 
In regards to the deficit, Snow de­
fended the current fiscal situation by say­
ing that "the deficit growth is not unprec­
edented but high." He added that a defi­
cit is actually "dissaving" and that the real 
culprit is spending. "It's not that we're 
under taxed— we're overspending," said 
Snow. 
s Qj 
Senator John Kerry acknowledges 3L Corrie Westbrook at his Mar. 18 speech. 
CLINICAL SCHOLARSHIP 
AVAILABLE TO 2L WITH PUBLIC 
INTEREST AND CLINICAL 
EXPERIENCE 
The Community Legal Clinics is now accepting applica­
tions from current second-year students interested in applying 
for the Jacob and Charlotte Lehrman Foundation Scholarship 
for the Clinic's Student Director position. Under the terms of 
the scholarship, approximately one-half annual tuition for the 
third year is awarded to a student who has demonstrated a 
commitment to public interest law, has participated in any of 
the Law School's clinical courses, or who will be participating 
in a clinical course in his or her third year. 
The recipient of the award will act in an administrative 
role as the Clinic's Student Director for the 2004-05 academic 
year, as well as be eligible to participate in the Civil and Family 
Litigation Clinic (Law 624), Federal Criminal and Appellate 
Clinic, (Law 625), or Vaccine Injury Project, (Law 626). Inter­
ested students should prepare a brief statement (2-3 pages) 
describing their interest in public interest law, relevant Clinic or 
other litigation and case management experience. 
Qualified students demonstrating a financial need will 
be given priority consideration. Applicants are advised to 
consult with the Financial Aid Office to ascertain the effect 
of the scholarship on their financial aid packages. 
Applicant statements as well as a current resume, should 
be directed to Dean Carol Izumi, c/o Community Legal Clin­
ics, 2000 G Street NW., and must be received by April 9th for 
consideration. Dean Izumi and the clinical faculty will inter­
view applicants and reach a decision by April 23rd. 
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NEWS 
Panelists Debate Issues 
In Kobe Bryant Case 
Denise Snyder and Professor Paul Butler debate the merits of Kobe Bryant's defense. 
BY ALEX SAUNDERS 
News Editor 
A panel discussion about the Kobe 
Bryant case elicited strong opinions from 
the speakers who commented on several 
important issues pertaining to that case 
and, more generally, the state of the law 
in the area of sexual violence on March 
2, in the Jacob Burns Moot Court Room. 
Kelli Hagashi, a GW Alumn and a 
prosecutor for the US Attorney's office, 
was on hand to talk about some of the 
issues pertinent to the prosecution's case. 
Graduate of Howard Law School and 
former defense attorney at the Public 
Defender's Office Tamar Meekens spoke 
in support of the defense and was de­
scribed by Mary Cheh as having gained 
a great deal of experience by being "in 
the trenches." 
Denise Snyder, Executive Director 
of the DC Crisis Center, spoke in sup­
port of victim-protective rape laws. GW 
Law School Professor Paul Butler spoke 
in support of the defense and questioned 
the utility and legality of "rape shield" 
laws. Professor Mary Cheh mediated the 
discussion. 
As a prosecutor, Hagashi noted that 
she would not have brought in medical 
and DNA evidence at the preliminary 
hearing. The introduction of this evi­
dence allowed the defense to rebut the 
prosecution with evidence of the victim's 
other sexual activity around the time of 
the alleged attack. By doing this, the pros­
ecution tipped its hand, Hagashi said. She 
added that she would have simply used 
the victim's report to establish probable 
cause and not give the defense a chance 
to attack the victim early in the proceed­
ing. 
Snyder commented that the defense 
has already begun a "well-planned" cam­
paign to color people's minds about the 
victim's sexual promiscuity and that this 
is doing an extreme disservice to victims 
of sexual abuse. She feels that the type 
of publicity that the defense has put forth 
has a "chilling effect on people who may 
want to come forward." "Survivors [of 
rape] think long and hard about coming 
forward because of their fear of airing 
dirty laundry," said Snyder. 
Prof. Butler feels that there's a ra­
cial element to the case, noting that there 
has been a long history of executing black 
men on accusations of raping white 
women. He added that while victims of 
non-sexual crimes must come forward 
with their accusations, rape victims get 
special protection through "rape shield" 
laws. This, he said, suggests that there is 
shame in being a rape victim and that, in 
fact, this type of mentality is "going back­
wards." 
Butler said that the fact that the 
complainant in the Kobe Bryant case had 
sexual relations within 18 hours after the 
alleged attack was very much pertinent 
to the case and felt that jurors must have 
this information before deciding whether 
to subject Kobe Bryant to a potentially 
lengthy jail sentence. 
Hagashi defended rape shield laws 
saying that it keeps victims' sexual his­
tory out of the trial by making a victim's 
sexual conduct "presumptively irrel­
evant." Typically, "rape shield" laws al­
low for the defense to bring in the evi­
dence of victims' sexual acts to rebut the 
prosecution's evidence of physical 
trauma. 
Hagashi also wondered how sleep­
ing with three men prior to the alleged 
attack could be sufficiently probative to 
overcome the balancing test under Fed­
eral Rule of Evidence 403. Butler re­
sponded by saying that the information 
regarding the complainant's sexual activ­
ity is "prejudicial because it's relevant." 
Butler reminded the audience that Kobe 
Bryant "could spend the rest of his life in 
a cage" and that all relevant information 
should be given to the jury before it makes 
a decision of such magnitude. 
Prof. Cheh noted that there is a cer­
tain amount inequality in Butler's sugges­
tions in that the defendant enjoys a great 
deal of protection against disclosure of 
prior acts, while the complainant could 
be subject to numerous attacks from the 
defense. 
Butler noted that the Due Process 
requires more protection for defendants 
in criminal cases and that rape cases 
should simply be treated like other crimi­
nal complaints. Snyder supports rape 
shield laws noting that just because a 
woman says "yes" 20 times doesn't mean 
that the 21st time isn't rape. 
Meekens noted that Kobe Bryant is 
getting the kind of vigorous defense that 
many defendants don't get. This, she said, 
demonstrates that more should be done 
to provide effective counsel for defen­
dants. Many defense attorneys are 
"asleep at the wheel," said Meekens. 
Immigration Clinic, 
Students Score Victory 
BY ALEX SAUNDERS 
News Editor 
The Law School's Immigration 
Clinic and law student Nicole Dabbous 
successfully represented a Liberian citi­
zen before Immigration Judge John M. 
Bryant, who granted the Liberian client's 
asylum application last week. The 
Liberian asylee, C-B, suffered horrendous 
persecution in Liberia, including a gang 
rape by government security forces and 
witnessing her brother's murder, because 
of her familial status and political opin­
ion. 
Dabbous says that "working with 
[C-B] was challenging and rewarding" 
because of the traumatic experiences she 
has endured. Because her asylum status 
was granted, "she will no longer fear be­
ing detained, tortured, or threatened with 
rape or murder in Liberia," said Dabbous. 
C-B will be an asylee for one year 
and then can apply for lawful permanent 
residence. After five 
years of permanent 
residence, she will 
be eligible to apply 
for naturalization 
and full citizenship. 
C-B is imme­
diately eligible for 
employment autho­
rization and a so­
cial security card. 
The Liberian immigrant will also seek to 
begin the process, with the Immigration 
Clinic's help, of bringing her husband and 
young daughter to the US. 
Judge Bryant complimented 
Dabbous on her lawyering skills and was 
impressed by Dabbous' able representa­
tion. Dabbous asked C-B to identify lo­
cations in Liberia in order to humanize 
her client. Bryant said that in sixteen years 
as an immigration judge, he has never 
seen this done in this manner. 
Dabbous was solely responsible for 
developing the facts and the theory of the 
case. 
To affirm the credibility of C-B's 
testimony, Dabbous referred her for a 
psychological evaluation in Vienna, Vir­
ginia and accompanied her to the inter­
view. The interview lasted into the 
evening and no cabs were available from 
the site to the Metro station. 
Ever resourceful, Dabbous flagged 
down a police officer, who gave her and 
C-B a ride to the station. 
In addition to the individual efforts 
by Dabbous, Alberto Benitez, Professor 
of Clinical Law and Director of the Im­
migration Clinic, said that the victory was 
"Arguing the case was 
exciting and scary. I was 
afraid of losing because 
we really had C-B's safety 
at stake." 
- 3L Nicole Dabbous 
a group effort. Clinic students Remy 
Taborga and Terra Nevitt participated in 
the moot court to help prepare Dabbous 
and C-B for the real thing. 
Dabbous acknowledges the value of 
the assistance she's received from Prof. 
Benitez and fellow students Taborga and 
Nevitt. 
"Professor Benitez and the other 
students in the clinic were instrumental 
in my preparation, especially those who 
participated in the moot court," said 
Dabbous. "Their advice and critiques 
improved my trial abilities and allowed 
me to provide my client with adequate 
representation." 
Said Benitez, "Nicole kept up the 
tradition of superb lawyering that GW 
Immigration Clinic students are known 
for. The IJ was quite correct in his praise 
of Nicole. It's impressive stuff that a third-
year law student is responsible for pro­
tecting a person who has suffered so 
much, and for reuniting her with her hus­
band and child." 
Dabbous' ex­
perience began with 
an initial interview 
with the client in 
order to assess her 
story and her cred­
ibility. 
"I told Profes­
sor Benitez that I 
believed she would 
be good on the stand, prepared a memo, 
and then Professor Benitez arranged for 
a second interview, where he agreed with 
my assessment," said Dabbous. 
After this initial process, Dabbous 
appeared on her behalf in what is called 
a master calendar, the equivalent of a pre­
liminary hearing. 
"I then compiled her documents, 
did some research on the internet and the 
Library of Congress for corroborating in­
formation, and took my client to a psy­
chologist in order to undergo an evalua­
tion for post-traumatic stress disorder." 
Dabbous notes that there was a lot 
riding on her performance and felt pres­
sured to do well because of the impor­
tance of the proceeding. 
"Arguing the case was exciting and 
scary," said Dabbous. "I was afraid of 
losing because we really had C-B's safety 
at stake." 
Dabbous adds that she enjoys the 
clinic greatly, and has learned a lot from 
her work with the Immigration Clinic. 
"I love the clinic, and with it have 
learned more than in any other class in 
law school." 
Registering For The Immigration Clinic 
Professor Alberto Benitez 
Please be advised that completion of Immigration Law I 
(#538), or its equivalent at another law school, is the 
prerequisite to registration in the Immigration Clinic (#630). 
You may register in the Immigration Clinic for a maximum 
of two semesters, so please complete the prerequisite as 
soon as you can. If you have any questions feel free to 
email me at abenitez@law.gwu.edu. 
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March Madness Brings 
April Showers 
Columnist Discusses Obsolete Computers 
As Deadlines Loom. 
ERIK BAPTIST 
THREE (HEL)L 
At the time of the writing of this column, my Vanderbilt Commodores have upset 
two teams in the NCAA tournament and 
are well on their way to beating Connecti­
cut in the Sweet 16. How sweet it is! 
As usual, I know what you're think­
ing: "What the hell is a 'Commodore'?" 
Well, if you do a Google search for the 
term, you'll find out it 
was a popular com­
puter in the 1980s: the 
Commodore 64. I re­
member using that 
computer back in el­
ementary school, with 
its high-definition 
green graphics and 
monotone sound ef­
fects. Those were the 
days. 
But, seriously, Vanderbilt's mascot 
is a Commodore 64 computer; literally, 
there is a guy who wears this big com­
puter outfit and carries a mouse as his 
weapon. Apparently, the engineer of this 
high-tech computer worked at Vanderbilt, 
so the school decided to change its mas­
cot, thinking that we could attract a 
higher caliber students with this new, in­
timating mascot. 
You see, the old mascot of my alma 
mater was the "Caboose." Again, you 
ask, "Why the "Caboose"? Well, consis­
tent with our technological fetish, our last 
great contribution to scientific develop­
ment was the modern-day railroad. The 
founder of the university himself, 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, was the man re­
sponsible for the advancement of the 
American railroad system. Therefore, 
prior to the 1980-change, our mascot ac­
tually consisted of two people dressed up 
as a train caboose. I think it went well 
with our "chugga-chugga-choo-choo" 
chant. 
But the administration felt differ­
ently. Trains were passe; computers were 
the way of the future - which was actu­
ally rather visionary, especially consider­
ing that the inventor of the Internet, A 
Gore, had spent some time at and ulti­
mately failed out of Vanderbilt. Anyhow, 
I don't think our relatively new nickname 
should stick around much longer because 
the Commodore 64 is pretty much a 
collector's item. 
"What should Vanderbilt's new 
nickname be?" you ask. I'm glad you 
asked. We should be called the "Bracket 
Busters." Why? Because all you mo­
ronic, incompetent nincompoops thought 
my beloved Commodores would lose in 
the first round to Western Michigan. I 
bet most people don't even know where 
that school is located, let alone can name 
a player on their team. For now, all I have 
to say is, "Go 'Dores!" 
The title of this column refers to 
March Madness not only in the NCAA 
basketball sense, but also in the Law 
School Life of Erik sense. We're past the 
Ides of March, and I have way too much 
to do by April 1 that it's madness! Sheer 
and utter madness! Ahhh! 
Now that you have an understand­
ing of my feeling of urgency and stress, 
I'll explain. As my last article detailed, 
the Bar application is a 100-page of com­
plicated background information night­
mare - and that is an understatement. My 
deadline for the application is April 1. 
Now guess how many pages I have filled 
out. Fifty? No. Twenty-five? No. Ten? 
No. Five? NO! Zero? You got it! For 
now, all I have to say is, "I am screwed" 
- and not in a good way. 
Okay, if I only had 
the Bar application to 
complete, life would not 
be so bad. But that's just 
the tip of the iceberg. My 
final trial for Trial Ad is 
next week - again, on 
April 1. I'm not even go­
ing to let you know how 
that's going, or how I feel 
about it. For now, all I 
have to say, "It's not easy 
preparing for your first 'trial' that will be 
in front of a real judge, a hand-picked 
jury, and some other notable people (e.g., 
your professor). 
Alright, I sound like I'm complain­
ing a lot in this article about all the work 
I have to do, which doesn't seem so bad. 
But I'm not done, damn it! This week­
end, I will not be here studying. Instead, 
I arrived at the brilliant idea of going to 
Las Vegas with a bunch of my fraternity 
brothers. You know what that spells! 
Actually, I don't know how to spell for­
eign words that well. Let's just say that 
I'm already planning on coming back to 
D.C. with significantly less money than 
with what I will leave town. 
Speaking of Vegas and gambling, 
I've never really done either. But recently, 
I started watching the World Series of 
Poker on ESPN, and ever since then, I'm 
hooked on the game - but not yet ad­
dicted - it's a fine distinction. I bought a 
computer casino game, and I've been 
making thousands of dollars out of noth­
ing. Unfortunately, this game has caused 
me to think that I can actually do well in 
Vegas. If I can beat a computer, I can 
beat a human. Right? 
Well, I'm probably wrong. But then 
again, I come from a university best 
known for the Commodore 64 - a tech­
nological achievement that has yet to be 
matched. Okay, now I know I'm big 
trouble. Consequently, I have decided to 
start a fund - the Erik Baptist Needs 
Money After a Weekend in Vegas Foun­
dation - to help offshoot the expenses of 
this coming weekend. If any of you feel 
the urge to donate to my charity, feel free 
to give me money, or just leave a check in 
my mailbox (I'm a 3L Day). 
In reality, I foresee myself not gam­
bling too mucli on poker because I'll be 
too scared to lay that much money on the 
table. Moreover, life has more important 
things about which to worry. No, not the 
Bar application. No, not the final trial 
for Trial Ad. And, no, not whether to 
raise on three-of-a-kind in Texas 
Hold'em. 
What's the most important facet of 
life? Watching my Vanderbilt Commo­
dore 64's destroy the Connecticut Husky 
Pants-of course! And seeing your brack­
ets busted even more! Nincompoops. All 
of you. 
The 3L Class Prank 
I heard the other day that the ter rible bombings in Spain oc curred 911 days after the Sep­
tember 11,2001 attacks on the U.S., mark­
ing a clear indication of 
participation by al Qaeda 
or its sympathizers in the 
attack. 
Reflecting on this 
connection, I realized 
something about al 
Qaeda. They're a bunch 
of high school wusses. 
Only someone with an 
adolescent mentality 
would be so lame as to 
think of acting on days 
with such a limited con­
nection to their one large strike on the 
US. 
And I hope al Qaeda hears me, out 
there. Al Qaeda, here's what you are: 
You're that insecure second stringer on 
the high school football team who the 
cool guys kept around because you made 
them laugh with the dumb jokes you con­
stantly spewed in order to gain accep­
tance. 
You're that guy who thought up 
having the entire senior class skip school 
and go get drunk on the 96th day of the 
school year, since we 
were the class of '96. 
You then tried to re­
peat your glory when 
there were only 96 
days left, with little 
success. 
The problem, al 
Qaeda, is that you're 
actually a loser, be­
cause everything you 
ever did, you did for 
attention, and no one 
respects that. You 
went to prom dressed 
in a powder blue tux 
and didn't bring a 
date. Yeah, everyone 
got a kick out of it, but 
at the end of the night, 
you weren't one of the guys heading to a 
hotel room with a cheerleader. Al Qaeda, 
you tried too hard. You're a chump. 
Now that I have that off my chest, 
I am beginning to fondly reminisce about 
my senior year of high school. Those 
were the days.. .only 60 days until gradu­
ation, a bright future ahead, no longer 
caring about class, knowing you'll pass 
with minimum effort. Wait a minute; 
that's pretty much the life the 3Ls are liv­
ing now! Well, minus applying for the 
bar and looking for a job... 
Really, though, I am getting antsy 
in my last semester. I'm ready to shrug 
off this law school coil and enter the brave 
new world of my career. I just need to 
figure out how to pay my respects to this 
great institution on my way out. Well, 
what better way than the good ol' class 
prank? 
My high school had some great 
class pranks. The swim team colored the 
pool purple. Someone unleashed thou­
sands of crickets in the building, mostly 
near the classroom of a teacher with a 
morbid fear of bugs. One guy just missed 
an opportunity to fill one of the soda 
machines with a case of beer. 
I wonder what kinds of class pranks 
we could pull around here? The beer in 
the soda machine wouldn't work - it'd be 
redundant, with Thirsty Thursdays and 
all. Not to mention, there's something 
more thrilling about it when we're all un­
CHRIS MCC LINTOCK 
My Mens Rea 
derage, which none of us are. 
We could sneak onto the quad in 
the middle of the night with a bunch of 
weed killer and spray the huge numbers 0 
4 into the grass, for it to 
show up a day later. I 
don't think that will 
work, though, because 
I'm pretty sure the grass 
will still be dead long 
into the summer. 
I have also heard 
that you can walk a cow 
up stairs, but not down 
them again. That was 
the big rumor in my high 
school, and everyone 
wanted to try it out. I'd 
love to see a cow hanging out near the 
second floor Lerner lockers. Please email 
me if you have a cow available for a 3L 
class prank. 
But, I'm thinking too traditional 
and high school, though, aren't I? I need 
to think about good law school style 
pranks. One thing I would be interested 
in seeing attempted is to have a day where 
all 3Ls leave their cell phone ringers on 
in all their classes and have friends call 
them again and again throughout the day. 
Man, that would be annoying. 
A better prank 
the 3L class could pull 
is to sneak into the 
media center and, 
overriding any at­
tempts to shut them 
off locally, set up all 
the classroom video 
projectors and hall 
plasma screens to play 
some video of our 
choosing. As always, 
I'm a man of the 
people. I'm going to 
hold a vote as to what 
we should all watch. 
Just email me and let 
me know whether you 
want to watch Looney 
Toons, Law & Order 
reruns, or the NCAA Basketball Tourna­
ment. 
The best prank I can think of, 
though, is for the whole 3L class to en­
gage in a class action lawsuit. Against 
whom, you ask? The school itself, of 
course. While we're at it, let's add to the 
fun by naming all the members of the fac­
ulty individually. We can come up any 
number of claims: breach of contract for 
not providing the implied rate of job 
placement and functioning computer fa­
cilities, false imprisonment for making us 
sit in financial aid exit counseling against 
our will, or even intentional infliction of 
emotional distress for about 88% of our 
law school experience, overall. 
By pulling off a class prank, I think 
that our 3L class, for one shining moment 
before plunging into the rat race, can 
reach across time, touch our youth, and 
enjoy our last semester the way we did in 
high school. Hopefully, while we're there, 
we won't be incredible losers, like al 
Qaeda. 
Any connection between this column 
and any actual pranks pulled this semester is 
purely coincidental. The author does not con­
done or support any such activities. ..as far as 
anyone in charge knows. 
Chris McClintock is the Nota Bene's 
Opinion's Editor. He can be reached at 
cmcclintock@law.gwu. edu 
You're that guy who 
thought up having the 
entire senior class skip 
school and go get 
drunk on the 96th day 
of the school year, 
since we were the class 
of '96. You then tried 
to repeat your glory 
when there were only 
96 days left, with little 
success. 
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Grammys Nothing But 
Sour Notes 
BY PETER BROMAGHIM 
Music Critic 
Among the hundreds of unwatchable awards shows, there will always be 
a soft spot in America's collective heart 
for the Oscars. There is a bizarre and 
beautiful sort of patriotism in applaud­
ing our nation's principal export for one 
brisk Hollywood night a year. The stars 
and their gripes forever! 
While I love a good 
flick, like many people I 
try to balance my free 
time between the various 
forms of media entertain­
ment—mainly movies, 
music, and books. Okay, 
magazines, but I read 
them cover to cover. But 
it's music, as this little bi­
weekly diatribe suggests, 
that is and will likely al­
ways be my first love 
within this terrific trium­
virate. 
But do I have a day 
to worship the rockstars 
I admire so on par with 
that of the red-carpet glitz of the Oscars? 
No way, Beyonce. We have the (groan) 
Grammys, and there are countless rea­
sons why the Recording Academy's an­
nual brouhaha is closer to cable 
television's Ace Awards than the Oscars. 
Here's a few off the top of my head. 
First, look at the tangible awards. 
Mister Oscar's chiseled physique stands 
tall, as if trying to distance himself from 
that year's box-office flops and all other 
irrelevant award shows. Compared to 
Oscar himself, m 
Grammy's puny pho­
nograph looks like it 
belongs next to that 
mutt Nipper on the 
classic RCA Victor 
logo. 
Second, consider 
how each industry 
treats their fallen stars. 
The Oscar montage of 
those who have passed 
is a sure-fire tearjerker 
every year. The record­
ing industry's version of this tribute pales 
in comparison, as it often hands out 
awards for the recent sub-par work of 
these late artists. 
This year Warren Zevon was post­
humously nominated for five grammys 
and won one for a duo with Bruce 
Springsteen. While I don't care for 
Zevon's "Lawyers, Guns, and Money" or 
the endlessly repetitive "Werewolves of 
London," one could see how his bout 
with mesothelioma should have been 
touching, but failed to inspire when so 
clearly made for television and record 
sales. 
Third, as Bob Dylan said, "the 
times, they are a changin'," and like so 
many other aspects of the music indus­
try, the Grammys have failed to keep up. 
The current categories are needlessly con­
fusing, and there is no effort to add new 
genres such as dance or electronic music 
or to distinguish between types of "rock" 
music. Even before the flute-toting Jethro 
Tull was awarded the first Grammy for 
heavy metal, it was clear that the so-called 
Third, as Bob Dylan 
said, "the times, they 
a r e  a  c h a n g i n a n d  
like so many other 
aspects of the music 
industry, the 
Grammys have failed 
to keep up. 
critics at the Recording Academy weren't 
even listening to their nominees. 
There are plenty more reasons why 
the Oscars are the only show worth 
watching, even in a year when Lord of the 
Rings: Return of the King wins everything 
for which it's nominated. But I'm not 
convinced that this has to be so. 
In Britain, for example, the Mer­
cury Music Prize selects a number of the 
year's best albums, all hand-picked by an 
independent panel, and then chooses one 
album to be high­
lighted for the top 
prize. A simple yet 
effective scheme, I 
think. 
This year saw 
the award in the 
hands of London 
wordsmith Dizzee 
Rascal, and dispar­
ate past winners Ms. 
Dynamite, Badly 
Drawn Boy, and PJ 
Harvey suggest that 
the lack of genre 
tags might mean a 
more meaningful 
award for the artist. 
One wonders whether the dispari­
ties between the music and movie indus­
tries' system of recognizing their talent 
is representative of people's views of these 
related fields. Do people really view 
music and movies that differently, in that 
movies are prime for water-cooler banter 
while music is reserved for one's cars and 
cubicles? 
Are feature films considered time­
less, while popular tunes are viewed as 
fleeting and faddy? I think that many 
would answer in the 
affirmative, stating 
that despite their iden­
tical size and shape, 
the DVD is mightier 
than the CD. 
True, movies 
enjoy the distinct ad­
vantage of being au­
diovisual, as opposed 
to just audio, but I 
think reasoning along 
this line lets the mu­
sic industry off the 
hook. Any person who has ever wept in 
front of a painting or shaken their dumpy 
butt on a dance floor can attest that purely 
audio or visual works can be just as evoca­
tive as a film. 
Perhaps the problem is the current 
system of music promotion, where radio 
play, singles, videos, and the labels of the 
RIAA dictate the kind of music that 
reaches peoples ears. For all the money 
the movie industry rakes in each year, it 
sure seems like the artistic elements of a 
popular film shine through, while trendy 
music reeks of a commodity these days. 
So, I'm a little bitter, and, it turns 
out, not just at the bad television the 
Grammy awards produce. It's just that 
every year about this time, as the Oscars 
reward the most groundbreaking, cutting-
edge pictures with at least a nomination, 
it seems that with a bit of effort, the re­
cording industry could do a better job of 
advancing the creativity of music. In­
stead, I get a tribute to Warren Zevon. 
How-ooo! 
The Metro sexual 
Revolution 
T hese days, I am left asking myself one overarching q u e s t i o n  
about my life: am I 
metrosexual? 
I have begun a per­
sonal search to answer 
this question, which has 
led me to more questions: 
What is a metrosexual? 
When was the term 
"metrosexual" coined? 
By whom? If I am a 
metrosexual, can I still 
love sports? 
I have heard the word used on tele­
vision shows, in airline magazines, and 
in law school classes, but always without 
hitting upon an express definition. Judg­
ing by the media's infatuation with the 
word, metrosexuals have taken over the 
world. 
If you have wondered the same, or 
are simply wonder-
ing why it has taken 
me so long to start 
wondering about it, 
search no more. I 
have done the re­
search for you. 
The word (I 
will occasionally 
call it the M-word, 
with a nod to 
Showtime's new 
show "The L 
Word") crept up on 
me like Barry Bonds' home run power, 
which as of this writing will probably be 
declining. 
According to the San Francisco 
Chronicle, federal investigators have in­
formation that Bonds was given steroids 
by his trainer, who received them from 
BALCO. 
I am shocked. I never would have 
thought that the man who went from a 
180-pound sleek line drive hitter to a 235-
pound home run champion would have 
taken anything illegal. Barry Bonds has 
muscles bulging out of his forehead and 
probably his pinky toe, for crying out 
loud. 
And let's not let Jason Giambi of 
the hook, either. What are we to make of 
all the weight he lost during the offseason? 
He says he cut down on his fast food in­
take. Riiiight. 
But the steroid debate is beside the 
point. The point is that Barry Bonds and 
Jason Giambi are not metrosexual and 
should not be implicated as such in any 
way by this column. 
And the other point is that one day 
I woke up and the M-word was as com­
mon as the G-word (gay), the L-word (les­
bian) and the S-word (psycho, according 
to some people - or so might say regular 
Nota Bene contributor Gualberto Garcia 
Jones). 
The man credited with populariz­
ing the term "metrosexual" is New York 
Times reporter Warren St. John. In a col­
umn last June, he defined metrosexuals 
as "straight urban men willing, even ea­
ger, to embrace their feminine sides." 
Wordspy.com defines a metrosexual as 
"an urban male with a strong aesthetic 
sense who spends a great deal of time and 
money on his appearance and lifestyle." 
You get the point. A metrosexual is 




manicures, have personal 
hair stylists with whom 
they have serious 
conversations and 
probably haven't watched 
a football game in their 
lives. 
looking like a modern-day GQ model, 
having used multiple hair products to get 
his hair in place and chat­
ting about the latest fash­
ion faux pas among his fe­
male friends. Metrosexuals 
get manicures, have per­
sonal hair stylists with 
whom they have serious 
conversations and prob­
ably haven't watched a 
football game in their 
lives. 
There is some de­
bate about whether a 
metrosexual can be gay, but I am sticking 
with the majority in saying that a true 
metrosexual is heterosexual. There is al­
ready a way to describe gay men who care 
about being in touch with fashion and 
their feminine sides: gay men who care 
about being in touch with fashion and 
their feminine sides. Because there is no 
^such phrase for ur­
ban straight men 
who care about 
things like fashion, 
the straight men get 
to keep the M-word 
to themselves. 
I would love 
to sit down and chat 
with someone who 
proudly calls him­
self a metrosexual, 
but especially if he 
also considers him­
self a sports fan. I think it would be kind 
of like talking to a woman who can ana­
lyze June Jones' run-n-shoot offense or 
pick apart Bobby Knight's man-to-man 
defensive principles—somewhat odd, but 
refreshing. 
I guess I have determined that I am 
not a metrosexual because I do not care 
enough about "my look," but I definitely 
appreciate the way it is becoming socially 
acceptable for men to be in touch with 
more than their alpha male side. 
For example, I have always been 
teased for liking cats more than dogs, and 
it frustrates me. Dogs are dirty, rough, 
annoying animals that no one should 
own. Cats are clean, nice and friendly. It 
is simple. But just a few days ago, my 
friend told me she liked a mutual friend 
more than me because the mutual friend 
likes her dog and I do not. At times like 
that, I wish there was more metrosexual 
tolerance in the world. 
Although I may not be a 
metrosexual, I do not like to be criticized 
for not fitting into the neat little cookie 
cutter male mold in which society has 
placed me. I want to be able to talk about 
fashion occasionally, or have emotional 
ups and downs for no particular reason. 
I want to be able to wear pink sometimes. 
Is that too much to ask? 
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Why Won't the Prom Queen Go Out With Me? 
Spring is in the air. Birds are chirping; flowers are begin ning to bloom; undergradu­
ates barely miss hitting me with a foot­
ball as I walk by the quad; and grass is 
beginning to re-grow after the ice rink 
debacle. Ah, Spring. 
Spring is here and summer is rac­
ing like a Mack Truck, which can mean 
only one thing: Summer Law Jobs. 
I think I can safely say that I'm not 
alone in this feeling of uncertainty. 
Whether a 1L looking for that first legal 
job that will lead to unforeseen riches in 
2 years or a 3L looking for that job that 
provides such riches, many folks still ain't 
found it. Okay, I know that some people 
had summer jobs lined up back in 1986, 
before the invention of Westlaw, but I 
didn't sail on that ship. 
I started out thinking about this job 
hunt thing back in November. That was 
when the CDO began to drop hints that 
we may be destined to work at Pizza Hut 
if we didn't have a job lined up by De­
cember 1. I rationalized then that I would 
shoot to have something lined up by 
Christmas. I told myself, 'Get through 
finals and then we'll really buckle down 
on the job hunt.' Yeah... that was a good 
plan, huh? Once Christmas rolled around 
and I was still as ill prepared as before, I 
reassessed my plans. It's still early, right? 
No need to overhaul the plan....just a 
slight modification. So I kept the same 
goal - to find a job - but I just substituted 
the next holiday. I'll take care of this by 
New Years... Presidents Day... Valen­
tines Day... Spring Break... St. Patrick's 
Day... damn. 
The only time in my life that is simi­
lar to this feeling is back in high school. 
It was even the same time of year... aw, I 
remember it well. Prom. Those were the 
days that we felt like it couldn't get any 
better than this. I thin k at least two of 
my friends dropped the dreaded, 'This is 
going to be the best night.. .ever.' When­
ever you hear that 
phrase, I always 
know that this is 
going to be as fun 
as getting a physi­
cal. 
Anyhow, back to the prom prepa­
rations. Remember how those of us that 
were not in a serious relationship (didn't 
they all seem SO serious back then) be­
gan looking around 
and thinking who 
we would invite to 
share this momen­
tous evening with 
us? It became like 
Noah's arc and 
folks began to pair 
up. Some were ob­
vious connections -
the star football 
player and the cap­
tain of the dance 
team; the valedicto­
rian and his "long­
distance" girlfriend; 
and the guy in 
drama with the 
other guy in drama. 
Ah, love was in the 
air. 
The problem 
was as Noah began 
to find room in Viis 
arc for these 
couples; the pickings began to get slim. 
A prom date is like a badge of honor and 
everyone is trying to make sure they get 
the best registration number. Some girls 
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hedge their bets or pass on sure dates 
hoping that Mr. Right will ask them at 
the last minute. As the days draw on, 
however, you begin to think that you're 
going to have to 
start trolling the 
other schools to 
find a date. You 
may be in the 
same boat as that 
guy with the "long distance" girlfriend 
that suddenly came down with the stom­
ach flu. And like in the Sopranos, no one 
wants to be forced to go to other schools 
and find a date 
outside the 'fam­
ily.' 
I remember I 
knew it was get­
ting into despera­
tion mode when 
my mother offered 
her help in my 
search. Nobody 
wants to have his 
mother arranging 
for a Prom date. 
See, here's 
the problem with 
this whole thing. 
As I began search­
ing frantically to 
find that special 
gal to attend the 
event that is sup­
posedly something 
'you'll never for­
get,' I got scared. 
I got scared that I 
wouldn't be able to find anyone... even 
my Mom wouldn't be able to find me a 
date. Christ, I'd have to take my own 
grandma to Prom because my Mom al­
ready had a date. Oh, the horror. 
At that point, I stopped looking for 
quality and turned my attention to any­
one that might say yes. You start with 
the younger classes, but they see your 
wild-eyed desperation and immediately 
fear shattering their social status. Next 
you look around at church, ride public 
transportation hoping to see a sign of 
hope, read personal ads, heck, you even 
check out the prices for a call girl. If 
you're lucky, you promise someone din­
ner at a nice restaurant and they agree to 
go with you as long as they only have to 
dance to fast songs with you. And that's 
how it ends - just like the wonderful scene 
you've always imagined. Ah, Prom. 
So that brings me to today. I knew 
Prom was coming and I knew I was go­
ing to need a job this summer. At first, I 
began checking out the cheerleaders - the 
jobs that paid. I asked a couple of those 
girls out, but they gave me the quick brush 
off. No worry, the DO J is a sure thing 
(from what the 3Ls say). That's my safety. 
Oh, I guess the DO J is washing their hair 
or something that night. Okay, Public 
Interest wasn't exactly what I was hop­
ing to take out, but they've got a good 
personality, right? How about research 
for some professor... it's no prom queen, 
but Professors are mature, huh? I mean, 
I'm willing to slave away for free even if 
you aren't the best looking... fine, slave 
away and pay you for the pleasure of 
watching me slave... 
Why doesn't ANYONE want to go 
to the damn Prom with me? 
It's come down to this. I may just 
have to go stag or may need to take ad­
vantage of the three movie renting dis­
count at Blockbuster. And to think, they 
said this was the best night ever! 
Love Is Just A Game 
By the time you read this col umn, March Madness will be well underway, and, if 
you're anything like me, you'll find that 
your t.v. suddenly spends a lot more time 
on ESPN than it used to, and that your 
resolution to buckle down and not go out 
so much is thwarted by the call of Mr. 
Days, where 20 different screens show my 
favorite Blue Devils putting their oppo­
nents to shame. 
I know I probably don't strike many 
of you as a sports fanatic, but I used to 
play basketball...in middle school...so I 
know what things like "full court press" 
and "points in the paint" mean. And one 
cannot go to Duke without being indoc­
trinated into the basketball dynasty that 
is my alma mater: in fact, if my friends 
knew how few games I was able to watch 
this season, they'd probably disown me. 
I must admit, though, that basket­
ball isn't the only game I've been think­
ing about lately. As you may have ascer­
tained from this week's title, I've also been 
a bit preoccupied with the game o' love. 
To clarify, by "love" I mean the 
whole relationship-male-female-interac­
tion thing. It seems to me that dating, or 
hanging out, or whatever you want to call 
it is just a series of competitions wherein 
each person moves to get the advantage. 
He calls first—2 points. You call at 
all (except maybe to return a call)—turn­
over. Drunk dial at 3 a.m.—foul. Say I 
like you/want to be with you or any de­
rivative thereof first—at best, technical 
foul on a scored basket, at worst game 
over. 
Yes, I suppose I'm obsessing over 
phone calls, but isn't that exactly what we 
all do when we start relationships? It 
seems my single friends, male and female 
alike, are always fretting those first few 
weeks where the 
continuation of the 
relationship seem­
ingly hangs on the 
phone. 
Call too much 
(like twice) and you 
could be labeled a 
stalker; don't call 
enough and you're 
obviously not inter­
ested. And then 
there's the phone 
conversation itself: 
what to say, who hangs up first: each 
minute subject to instant replay scrutiny 
by the refs (your friends). 
In fact, we spend so much of this 
early stage of relationship (or inevitable 
non-relationship) with our game face on, 
that it becomes difficult to penetrate the 
D and actually learn more about this per­
son you supposedly like. And, after all, 
isn't that why you're going through all 
this stress anyway? 
Maybe I'm oversimplifying. I do 
realize that relationships are not always 
won and lost over phone calls, but they 
make good illustratives. So what exactly 
compels us to play "love" this way? 
SARAH HENSLEY 
Sexless In The City 
Wouldn't it make more sense to be up 
front with people; to actually reveal parts 
of yourselves, so you could both make an 
informed determination about whether or 
not the other person was worth the gi­
gantic time and energy investment that a 
relationship is? 
Maybe it would, 
but if we revealed all 
that up front, we'd miss 
the thrill of the chase 
that makes those first 
few weeks so much fun. 
Human nature drives us 
to want what we can't 
have {see, e.g. Maryland 
thinking they have a 
shot at the tournament 
title). 
Moreover, if we 
were the type of people 
who avoided challenges, we certainly 
wouldn't be in law school. Thus we de­
vise these little plays and ploys, always 
trying to keep our true feelings hidden to 
keep our interest interested. If we stopped 
the games, called when we felt like call­
ing, said what we felt like saying, chances 
are we'd face more rejection than a player 
from UNC trying to make a basket. On 
the other hand, no one likes a runaway 
victory; if you're to remain interested, 
chances are, your interest is going to have 
to be playing some game too. 
Some people, however, take the 
game a bit too far. "Next-best-thing-ers" 
never overcome their desire for the unat­
tainable; for no matter how good the next-
best-thing-ers current situation is, he is 
always convinced that there's something 
better out there. If the "next-best-thing-
er" doesn't immediately reject his inter­
est once he's won her (usually in the cow­
ardly way of not returning phone calls, 
missing dates or simply avoiding the per­
son), he is eventually most likely to grow 
restless and to cheat. 
Next-best-thing-ers rarely realize the 
wonderful thing they have until they no 
longer have it; and this loss is almost al­
ways to their detriment. Unfortunately, 
next-best-thing-er syndrome is common 
among twenty somethings, male or fe­
male. Frankly, the odds are somewhat in 
their favor, at least for the early twenties-
-rarely does young love last long term. 
Yet leaving next-best-thing-ers 
aside, game theory still seems flawed. If 
we are always wanting what we can't have 
and never wanting what we can, how 
does anyone end up with anyone? 
I guess at some point, people might 
just get tired of the games and, like those 
unfortunate souls in the NIT, settle (any 
tournament/relationship is better than 
none, right...right?!). Or maybe a rela­
tionship is the ultimate victory—at some 
point you (simultaneously) realize that 
liking each other is more important than 
who wins the next round and you just give 
in to the liking. True, the games we play 
for love may be frustrating, but the re­
wards, at least in theory, are much sweeter 
than even the NCAA tournament trophy. 
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Tickling the Ivories 
Accomplished Pianist & Law Student To 
Give Recital Sat. After Years of Practice. 
3L Alex Saunders rehearses last week for his recital in the music building. 
BY BRANDON BRISCOE 
Editor-in-Chief 
When: Sat., March 27, Noon - 1 p.m 
Where: Phillips Hall B120 (same 
block as Marvin Center - H St. 
between 21 and 22 - across from 
Gelman Library). 
Some law students don't belong in 
law school, and 3L Alex Saunders is one 
of them. Listen to him tickle the ivories 
just once, and you won't care that he's 
nearly graduated and already has plans 
to work for a judge. This guy should be 
on tour. 
When Saunders gives a recital Sat­
urday sponsored by GW's Music Depart­
ment, he might have sheet music on hand. 
But he won't need it. Performing com­
plex pieces by Chopin and Liszt, 
Saunders has hours of material memo­
rized. Playing at 
b r e a k - n e c k  
speeds, his hands 
fly across the 
keys as if by in­
stinct. 
U n l i k e  
many pianists 
with such talent 
and repertoire, 
Saunders did not 
get an early start. 
He began apply­
ing clarinet and 
guitar knowl­
edge to the piano in high school and be­
came more serious after graduation. 
"The piano requires a unique men­
tality generally," he said. "People who 
play the piano typically need to devote a 
lot of time to practicing. It would have 
been impossible for me to commit to the 
piano at a younger age because serious 
playing requires such a high level of ma­
turity and introspection." 
Saunders, who says the piano gave 
his life focus after high school, began play­
ing eight hours each day and studied at 
the University of South Florida with 
Robert Helps, a student of famed Ameri­
can Composer Aaron Copland. 
"The talent there was just tremen­
dous," Saunders said. "Had I known how 
uninspiring I would find law school, I 
probably would have stayed and com­
pleted my mi 
Alex Saunders Piano Recital 
emplified the rich musical community 
that fostered his growth in the instrument. 
"The action was very light, and 
there were markings along the finger­
board of the repeated passes of fingers 
directly above the keys on the panel," he 
recalled. "It demonstrated the thousands 
of hours upon hours that piano had been 
played." , • j 
Saunders has played thousands of 
hours himself, particularly when he first 
began to take the piano seriously. "It ba­
sically became a full-time job," he ex­
plained. "First thing in the morning - eat, 
breathe, sleep, piano. It was intense." 
He still plays several hours each day, 
often not noticing 
the hours passing 
What: Works by Chopin and Liszt. 
Cost: Free 
Sponsored by the GW Music Depart 
ment. Light reception to follow. 
,,cic degree there." 
says he has fond memo-
ling in college and work-
ch talent. The rebuilt, an->11 
away. 
"Time flies 
when I'm playing. 
I start when it's 
daylight outside 
and often don't 
notice that it turns 
dark," he said. 




flies for his listen­
ers, too. He effort­
lessly glides through the Romantic pieces, 
displaying what he describes as one of 
the great advantages of the piano that has 
drawn him to the instrument. 
"With the piano, you can realize 
complex harmonies and melodies simul­
taneously, a feat that can't be realized on 
any other instrument - at least not eas­
ily," he explained. 
Saunders said he has been working 
for years with several of the pieces he will 
perform Sat., a fact that will not escape 
listeners. He enjoys performing, although 
his performances and competitions are 
rare. 
"I went to a competition in upstate 
New York and had my ass kicked by the 
Juilliard people, but it was nice to be able 
to compete on that level," he joked. 
"For me, the personal challenges of 
expanding my musical ability will be my 
primary impetus, but I very much enjoy 
the opportunity to share my music with 
others." 
Discovering Downtown 
Many law students pass through 
GWU Law School without ever know­
ing anything about the neighborhood it 
sits in. So, I'm going to dedicate this col­
umn to orienting everyone and explain­
ing how the University, the local neigh­
borhoods, and the city got to be the way 
they are. 
its promises. The zoning board and area 
residents have even filed lawsuits against 
the University over various alleged in­
fringements. 
Foggy Bottom and Town/Gown 
Relations - Why does the Health and 
Wellness Center Close So Early? 
"Foggy Bottom" took its name in 
the 1890s from the low ground it sits on 
and the fact that the 
area was perpetually 
foggy from the fog 
that rose from the 
river in combination 
with the smoke from the factories and 
workshops that used to predominate the 
neighborhood. Mostly working-class 
families lived in the area at the beginning 
of the last century, and they built minia­
ture row-houses all over the place. When 
the State Department and World Bank 
moved into the area in the 40s, a lot of 
lifetime civil servants (mostly on fixed 
incomes) moved into the neighborhood. 
(As an aside, some of the World Bank 
used to be where the Kennedy Center and 
the Watergate Complex now stand). 
So when George Washington Uni­
versity grew its undergraduate population 
by more than 50% during the 1990s and 
raised tuition rates at twice the rate of 
inflation, the middle-aged and elderly 
residents Found their quiet neighborhood 
swamped by rich, rowdy students. 
Many cooperative apartment own­
ers found that they were unable to sell 
their units at full price - few profession­
als were willing to buy them because lend­
ers would not finance units in buildings 
with low owner occupancy; buyers for 
these co-ops were required to pay cash, 
and so students' wealthy parents bought 
the units at a discount relative to nearby 
real estate. GWU increased the acrimony 
of its neighbors as well as the zoning 
board by repeatedly flouting restrictions 
and compromises it had accepted in or­
der to secure building permits. 
As a result, town-gown relations 
have reached an all time low. The neigh­
borhood and the zoning board have re­
taliated against the University by restrict­
ing building permits and other zoning 
exceptions (like the hours the Health and 
Wellness Center can be open) until the 
Why Are There No Skyscrapers in 
DC? 
Part of the reason the University 
has had to expand outward is that it can­
not expand upward. There's a legend that 
Congress decreed no building in DC can 
be higher than the Washington Monu­
ment (Congress ran the city until 1973). 
Congress passed 
BY ELIZABETH AUSTERN 
Washington Native 
no such law, but it 
did require the 
city's buildings to 
be no higher than 
the Capitol Build­
ing in 1899. The current version of the 
law, passed in 1910, prohibits any build­
ing from being built more than 20 feet 
higher than the width of the street in front 
of it. There are a few zoning exceptions 
where buildings can be 160 feet regard­
less of the width of the street. 
Because of the height restrictions, 
Washington has become a center for in­
novative space-maximizing building de­
sign. Ceiling heights are lower in DC, 
floor layouts increase usable space, and 
internal infrastructure like ventilation, 
piping and mechanical systems are all 
compressed to make more space. 
Across the River and Through the 
Woods 
In the 1960s, Charles E. Smith, a 
DC developer, realized four things: 1) DC 
buildings are height restricted,'2) Virginia 
Buildings are NOT height restricted, 3.) 
Land in Northern Virginia was underde­
veloped, 4) the federal government was 
expanding. He bought up farmland and 
suburban houses in one of the biggest 
land grabs in Washington since the cre­
ation of the city (which was in itself a 
huge land grab by Congress), and created 
Crystal City a stone's throw from the Pen­
tagon and National Airport. 
He then developed Rosslyn, Arling­
ton, and much of Northern Virginia 
(making millions of dollars in the pro­
cess). The shift of infrastructure outside 
the city is one of the reasons that the per­
centage of Metro-area residents living in 
the city fell from 37 percent in 1960 to 
less than 16 percent in 1996. Smith's vi­
sion is why many law students commute 
from across the river every day. 
University comes into compliance with 
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How To Spend Your 
Summer Vacation 
If you're graduating and think 
you'll never need this column again, think 
again. Below are some tips if you're leav­
ing law school forever, or even just for 
the summer. 
MS Word 
The formatting bar in MS Word is 
a great time-saver, because it lets you do 
tasks with one click without opening sev­
eral menu levels or remembering key­
board shortcuts. You 
can add commands to 
the bar pretty easily, 
even commands that are 
not easily available else­
where. To customize the toolbar, right-
click anywhere on it and select "Custom­
ize . . ."on the bottom of the menu. 
Choose the "Commands" tab. 
The commands you want will prob­
ably appear under the "Format" category 
- you choose between categories in the 
list on the left side, and the available com­
mands are on the right. To add a com­
mand to the Toolbar, click it and drag it 
INSIDE the bar (the clue is the icon you 
are dragging - if it has a "+" in the cor­
ner, you will drop the button on the bar, 
but if there is an "x", you are going to 
miss the bar and nothing will happen). If 
you're not sure what a button does, the 
"Description" button on the lower left of 
the "Customize" window will explain the 
feature. 
My favorite shortcut is the "Change 
Case" button. I am forever hitting the 
"Caps Lock" key instead of "Shift." The 
"Change Case" button automatically 
shifts the case of highlighted text between 
"Title Case," "lower case," "CAPS," and 
"Sentence case" (unlike the "Change 
Case" command in the Format menu, it 
will only shift to sentence case if the high­
lighted selection originally had a capital 
letter at the beginning). 
Westlaw and Lexis/Nexis 
Courses 
If you'll be working for a firm this 
summer or for the rest of your life, you'll 
probably need to take the advanced 
Westlaw and Lexis-Nexis courses - and 
it won't hurt even if you'll be doing some­
thing else this summer. You can sign up 
on the LexisNexis web page on the "My 
School" tab at the top of the page, and 
on the Westlaw site click "Westlaw Cal­
endar" under "Academic Resources", 
then click the "Westlaw Calendar" but­
ton just under John Lim's email address. 
ELIZABETH AU STERN 
The Tech Junkie 
Downloads 
While you still have free access, why 
not download some things you might 
need? Instead of printing Westlaw and 
Lexis articles, you can email them to 
yourself - that way you can keep them 
without cluttering up your life. To email 
an article to yourself instead of printing, 
click the "Email" or "Print" icon at the 
bottom left of the article (Westlaw) or the 
"Email" link at the top right of the ar­
ticle (Lexis-Nexis). 
Personally, I like to 
download recipes 
from the News & 
Business sections. 
A technical article I would recom­
mend is "Wiring the Small Law Office 
for Less Than $10,000" by Jeffrey Lisson 
(Westlaw citation: Ann.2003 ATLA-
CLE). This article is great even if you're 
not going to a small firm, because it sum­
marizes in simple fashion the hardware 
and software you will likely encounter 
while working in the legal world. I will 
be adding items to this list of good down­
loads over the next few issues. 
Summer Access for Non-Profits 
In previous years Lexis-Nexis and 
Westlaw have allowed students to keep 
their access over the summer if they were 
working for non-profit organizations. 
They'll probably do it again this year, but 
you will have to sign up in advance, so 
keep an eye out for announcements from 
the companies of when this will be avail­
able. 
Registration Reminder - Course 
Evaluations 
Don't forget - you can sneak a peek 
at how well classes professors were rated 
and commented on by your fellow stu­
dents by logging into the Info Portal and 
clicking "Course Evaluations" under the 
"Scanned Documents" heading on the 
left hand side. 
Filling out Course Evaluations for 
Dummies 
OK, OK, I don't think you're dum­
mies. But if you peruse through the course 
evals online, you will notice that some of 
them are impossible to read because they 
are too light. That is because they were 
written in pencil. So please write your 
comments in pen, as the instructions tell 
you, so the rest of us can read what you 
have to say. 
GW Hosts Animal Law Symposium 
The Unwelcome Return of 
Ralph Nader 
BY NICK DIETZ 
Staff Writer 
In a previous column, I noted the similarities between Howard Dean's followers in 2004 and 
the supporters of Ralph Nader in 2000. I 
also pointed out that it was those Nader-
ites who gave George W. Bush the 2000 
election and are now at the forefront of 
the anti-Bush movement. 
With Dean dropping out of the 
Democratic race, and vowing not to run 
as an Independent, all signs pointed to a 
unified Democratic electorate coalescing 
behind John Kerry with the sole purpose 
of defeating George W. Bush. But then, 
Ralph Nader, public enemy # 1 among 
many Democrats (including me), reared 
his ugly head once again and decided to 
enter/ ruin the 2004 Presidential race. 
You may ask, why in the name of 
all that is sacred has this man, who is cer­
tainly more closely aligned with Demo­
cratic than Republican views, decided to 
enter the race AGAIN, knowing full well 
that his entry will only help the Republi­
cans and possibly lead to 4 more years of 
Bush? The answer is simple: sheer ego. 
All politicians must have big egos; 
after all you can't think that you are wor­
thy of some high office without having a 
big ego. Legitimate politicians, however, 
do not let their egos overwhelm them. 
They campaign for a while, and if they 
see they have no shot at winning, they 
drop out. Bob Graham, Dick Gephardt, 
Joe Lieberman, Wesley Clark, Howard 
Dean, and finally John Edwards all 
dropped out of the Presidential race when 
they realized they had no chance to win 
the Democratic nomination. 
Some candidates, on the other 
hand, are driven solely by ego. They rel­
ish the free publicity their candidacy af­
fords them and use it to expound on their 
views, knowing full well that they have 
no shot at the nomination. For example, 
Dennis Kucinich and A1 Sharpton are 
STILL in the Democratic race. They 
have about as much chance of getting the 
nomination as I do; in fact I have the same 
number of delegates going to the Demo­
cratic Convention as Sharpton (none). 
These two hurt their own Party sev­
eral weeks ago by preventing John Kerry 
and John Edwards, the last two "real" 
candidates in the race, from holding any 
one-on-one debates. To be fair, Edwards 
and Kerry could have held these debates 
anyway, but as the frontrunner, Kerry 
dodged them by saying that all of the can­
didates should be involved. He can't re­
ally be blamed for this tactic because he 
is, after all, a politician, and was disin­
clined to give Edwards the type of forum 
he wanted. 
The difference between Kucinich, 
Sharpton, and Nader is that although 
none of them have a shot to win, 
Kucinich and Sharpton are Democrats 
and so will not compete against the 
Democratic nominee in the general elec­
tion. 
Nader on the other hand, as an In­
dependent, will do just that. The DNC 
Chairman, Terry McCauliffe, visibly an­
gry at the prospect of Nader running, 
wondered aloud whether Nader really 
wanted his legacy to be that he gave 
George W. Bush the White House 
TWICE. This may very well turn out to 
be the case. 
It is quite possible that some of 
Dean's supporters, who as I've mentioned 
are mostly former Nader-ites, might vote 
for Nader rather than John Kerry. Dean, 
however, has urged his supporters not to 
vote for Nader, and rightly so, because if 
Dean wants any future role in the Demo­
cratic Party, he had better steer his fol­
lowers to Kerry. 
As I have mentioned, Nader sees 
eye-to-eye with the Democrats on many 
issues, and at the very least he prefers 
most of their views to those of the Re­
publicans. Yet he ran in 2000, giving the 
Presidency to arch-Republican George W. 
Bush, and now in 2004, he may well al­
low Bush to retain it. The only possible 
reason for these seemingly illogical ac­
tions is Nader's ego. 
Clearly Nader does not care about 
the future of the country; he knows full 
well that a Democratic President would 
do far better on the issues he professes to 
care about than a Republican, particularly 
one as Conservative as Bush (as Bill 
Maher has noted: "The lesser of two evils 
is still better then the greater of two 
evils."), yet by running Nader simply in­
creases the odds that Bush will be re­
elected. 
Nader had some support in 2000 
and look what happened. I only hope 
that the misguided fools who voted for 
Nader in 2000, now see how costly that 
decision has been, with the hindsight of 
3+ years of Bush. 
If, come November, the Nader-ites 
still don't realize that a vote for Nader is 
a vote for Bush, then they deserve four 
more years of Bush. On the other hand, 
if the Nader-ites finally realize that their 
main goal should be to oust Bush and so 
vote for Kerry, they can not only deal a 
crushing blow to Bush himself, but an 
equally crushing blow to Nader's prize 
possession: his ego, which he cares far 
more about than the way America is, or 
will be, governed. 
Saunders/Nota Bene 
3L Lori Ruk in troduces Scotlund Haisley, Exec. Dir. of Washington Animal Rescue and 
Nancy Perry, Dir. of Government Affairs at the Humane Society of America and an 
adjuct at GW, two of the speakers at the symposium. 
Interested in Writing for the next edition of the 
Nota Bene.7 
The Nota Bene is looking for submissions, 
including news articles, op-ed pieces and letters 
to the editor. 
No Experience Necessary; lLs Welcome 
If interested, send an e-mail to 
notabene@law. gwu. edu 
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BY GLALBERTO GARCIA JONES 
Staff Writer 
OPINIONS 
s pain has become the first Western Democracy to bow out of the war on terror and 
officially bow down to Muslim terrorists. 
Grief stricken, the Spanish electorate 
chose the road of appeasement. The ter­
rorists had such a good sense of the Span­
ish electorate's temperament that they 
were able to achieve a result as specific 
as which individual party would come to 
power as a result of their atrocities. 
Previous to the attacks, Spanish in­
telligence officers had intercepted an al-
Qaeda internet communication that ad­
vised Spanish terrorist networks to attack 
before the general elections. The com­
munication explained that this attack 
would convince the Spanish voters that 
by aiding in the Iraqi front to the war on 
terror, the Aznar Popular Party had 
brought the war to Spain. 
The Muslim terrorists also pre­
dicted that the Spanish Workers Social­
ist Party, or as they are known in Span­
ish, the PSOE, would blame the attack 
on Spain's involvement in Iraq, and that 
a wave of public resentment would en­
able tbe Spanish "Worker's Socialist Party 
to come to power. 
The terrorists' plan worked to per­
fection. Over two hundred people were 
slaughtered, 1500 were wounded, and a 
majority of the nation's 43 million were 
intimidated. 
Before the attacks, the centrist con­
servative party of Jose Maria Aznar and 
his successor, Mariano Rajoy, were 
shown to be well ahead in all major polls. 
The Aznar Popular Party (PP) govern­
ment had brought Spain out of the eco­
nomic middle ages. 
Spain had become one of the 
world's major emerging economies. 
More importantly however, the Aznar 
government had put an end to the cor­
rupt rule of the 
Spanish Worker's 
Socialist Party. 
A side note 
about why the 
PSOE was ousted 
from power eight 
years ago lends even 
more twisted irony 
to an already 
strange scenario. 
About ten years 
ago, the Spanish 
Worker's Socialist 
Party had approved 
and funded a covert 
paramilitary group 
The most salient of these is 
that having intimidated 
one democracy out of the 
war on terror, the terrorists 
will feel encouraged and 
try the same tactic before 
elections in the United 
States, the UK, Poland, 
Australia, and others. 
Worker's Socialist Party made it his first 
priority to decree that Spain would be 
pulling out their troops from Iraq by late 
June, thus making good on the terrorists' 
bet on him, and playing right into the ter­
rorists' plan of global intimidation. 
During his first day in office, Chair­
man Zapatero made clear that he was 
going to steer his country away from 
Washington and closer to Berlin and Paris 
(On a historically accurate, but comical 
note, the last time Spain sided with 
France, it was against Britain after the 
French revolution, unfortunately, Napo­
leon, like the current French government, 
was power hungry, so he violated his 
treaty with Spain and instead of protect­
ing Spain from Britain he invaded Spain 
himself.) 
After declaring a new allegiance to 
France and Germany, Chairman 
Zapatero then predicted Tony Blair's de­
feat in 2005, and endorsed Democratic 
Senator John Kerry's campaign. 
I cannot imagine that Senator Kerry 






Spanish press did 
report that Sena­
tor Kerry's cam­
paign had tried to 
get in contact with 
C h a i r m a n  
Zapatero several 
times to personally 
congratulate him. 
When asked 
used to terrorize the homegrown separat­
ist Basque terrorists. 
With a failing economy, and with 
reports of the brutality of this paramili­
tary group coming to the fore, the Span­
ish people voted out the Spanish Worker's 
Socialist Party and elected Jose Maria 
Aznar's Popular Party. The terrorists 
have now turned the tables on the last 
eight years of Spanish politics. 
Not surprisingly, and true to its in­
ept political form, Jose Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero, the Chairman of the Spanish 
about his relationship with President 
Bush, Chairman Zapatero said that he 
doesn't want to work with Bush since he 
knows Senator Kerry will win the Novem­
ber elections. 
Lastly, Chairman Zapatero took the 
opportunity to throw a jab at President 
Bush by responding to a journalist's ques­
tion as to whether he had received Presi­
dent Bush's congratulations by replying 
that he had received many messages of 
congratulation from many nations and he 
didn't have time to see if President Bush 
had congratulated him. 
Leaving aside the undiplomatic 
words of the Chairman of the Spanish 
Worker's Socialist Party, now known as 
the official government of Spain, the in­
ternational implications of what the ter­
rorists have accomplished in Spain are 
incredibly important. 
The most salient of these is that 
having intimidated one democracy out 
of the war on terror, the terrorists will 
feel encouraged and try the same tactic 
before elections in the United States, the 
UK, Poland, Australia, and others. 
Of course, the terrorists must know 
that unlike the people of Spain, these 
other countries have had to fight to de­
fend their freedom in the recent past, and 
they will most likely react to terrorism 
by an increased determination to defeat 
them. 
The reaction of the Spanish people 
to the terrorist attacks makes me embar­
rassed to be a Spaniard. 3/11 has taught 
me why it is so important to have a strong 
leader at the head of the government in 
a time of crisis. Before 3/111 had al­
ways puzzled at why everyone was so im­
pressed with Mayor Giuliani and Presi­
dent Bush's response to the events of 9/ 
11. 
The right thing to do always seemed 
so clear-cut that I couldn't imagine even 
the weakest of politicians from choosing 
to do anything but the right thing and 
confront terror head on. 
I should have known better. I should 
have known that for every Winston 
Churchill, FDR, and Ronald Reagan, 
there have been Carlos IV's, Neville 
Chamberlain's, and Jimmy Carter's. 
This is what FDR said to the na­
tion during his fireside chat on Dec. 29' 
1940: 
The experience of the past two years 
has proven beyond doubt that no nation 
can appease the Nazis. No man can tame 
a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There 
can be no appeasement with ruthlessness. 
There can be no reasoning with an incen­
diary bomb. We know now that a nation 
can have peace with the Nazis only at the 
price of total surrender. 
Spain just surrendered. 
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OPINIONS 
Give Spain A Break Board Editorial 
BY MARCUS EHRLANDER 
Staff Writer 
An American observer can hardly not be disturbed by the events in Spain of last 
week. Certainly the terrorist attacks them­
selves, killing 200 people and injuring a 
thousand and a half more, provided a 
chilling reminder of the dangerous world 
in which we live. Yet, the response from 
the Spanish people may have been more 
startling. 
Coming just three days before the 
national Spanish elections, the Madrid 
attacks had the remarkable effect of shift­
ing Spanish support away from the sit­
ting Spanish government, turning a sig­
nificant lead for the 
The most unquestioned 
assumption of Spain's 
critics, however, is the one 
that these terrorists can 
even be appeased at all. Do 
we really believe that Al 
Qaeda sits waiting for good 
results, or that potential 
recruits sit waiting for 
proof of real terrorist 
influence? Victimization, 
not success, seems to be 
the fuel for these religious 
terrorists. 
p r o - A m e r i c a n  
Popular Party into 
a decisive victory 
for the anti-Bush 
Socialists. 
And with the 
video released by 
Al Qaeda stating 
the election as their 
exact target in 
launching the 
Madrid attack, the 
conclusion is hard 
to avoid: if 9/11 
was the most devas­
tating terrorist at­
tack in history, 3/ 
11 must have been 
the most effective. 
C o n s e r v a -
tives certainly 
didn't miss the 
point. Those in the administration and 
the press have quickly responded, com­
paring Spanish voters to the appeasers in 
England leading up to World War II, and 
even suggesting that future attacks in Eu­
rope can now be blamed on the Spanish 
retreat. 
Unimaginable, they say, that Spain 
could send such a clear message, that ter­
rorism works. 
Of course, it wouldn't be the first 
time a failed policy was defended on the 
grounds that to change course would ap­
pease our enemies. The last thing conser­
vatives want to do is to actually consider 
what interest Spain has in our war in Iraq. 
Yet, as Spanish protesters carried 
signs emblazoned "Your war, our dead, 
in the wake of the attack, their sentiment 
could not have been more clear. To them 
and many others, Bush's "War on Ter­
ror" has simply become a war for Ameri­
can interests. 
The argument of Spain as terror­
ism appeasers simply doesn't add up. First 
of all, it is not the war on terror which 
Spain opposes. It is the war against Iraq. 
The Spanish people and the rest of the 
UN broadly supported the effort to re­
move the Taliban, which had actually 
supported terrorist organizations. Those 
countries wojild certainly have continued 
to support our amplified effort to root out 
and destroy Al Qaeda. 
What the Spanish people opposed, 
however, and reacted against after 3/11, 
was the choice of the Bush administra­
tion to fracture Europe and the world, di­
lute the war on terror, exploit dependant 
allies deride those who stood in opposi­
tion, and stir up Middle East anger m its 
effort to remove Saddam Hussein. 
And while President Bush may ar­
gue that the lack of WMD's notwith­
standing, the world is still safer because 
of our war in Iraq, Spaniards have good 
reason to doubt. 
If the United States had continued 
battling Al Qaeda after 9/11, instead of 
targeting Iraq, the Spanish people have 
every reason to believe that those 200 
people in Madrid would still be living. 
Yet, Spain's opposition to the Iraq 
war is nothing new, either. Ninety per­
cent of Spanish voters opposed the war 
in Iraq even before 3/11. From the sub­
sequent polling, it appears that the pri­
mary change was simply in voter turn­
out, as disillusioned pacifists decided to 
finally come out and vote. 
Thus, what 
conservatives are re­
ally asking Spain to 
do is to support a war 
that it opposed, sim­
ply because it has 




tion of Spain's critics, 
however, is the one 
that these terrorists 
can even be appeased 
at all. Do we really 
believe that Al Qaeda 
sits waiting for good 
results, or that poten­
tial recruits sit wait­
ing for proof of real 
terrorist influence? 
Victimization, 
not success, seems to * 
be the fuel for these religious terrorists. 
Especially when their success - Spain 
pulling its 1400 troops out of Iraq - only 
benefits Al Qaeda in the sense that it is 
an embarrassment to the U.S. 
To the extent that terrorists even 
look to precedent, Spain's actions give no 
suggestion that terrorism can be used to 
bolster an organization's own resources, 
such as would giving ransom money or 
returning prisoners. 
It simply showed Al Qaeda's abil­
ity to move Spaniards to finally do what 
they already wanted to, but previously 
thought wasn't that important. 
And as the Palestinian terrorists 
have shown with their perpetual ability 
to derail peace processes in Israel, the 
ability to militarize a country through ter­
rorism can be just as dangerous as the 
ability to pacify it. Spain can well sup­
port its decision to not change course, but 
simply bring its government in step with 
its people. 
The truth is that the critics who at­
tack Spanish voters tell us much more 
about themselves than they tell us about 
Spain. 
Our decision to invade Iraq did far 
more to invigorate terrorism than any 
reaction by Spain to the loss of its people. 
More offensive, Bush's decision to 
chastise our strongest allies in the "choco­
late making countries" of France and 
Germany while exploiting our more de­
pendant and loyal allies like Spain and 
Italy against the will of their people, put 
our friends in the very position where ter­
rorists are now targeting them because of 
the vulnerability of their governments. 
That, not Spain's election, is some­
thing which is currently imperiling Eu­
rope, and that is something which 
America can actually work to repair. 
Eighty Percent of Law School Is 
Showing Up 
Attendance At Law School Events Ought To More Often 
Resemble The Crowd That Assembled For Prof. Ogletree. 
Of those lucky enough to watch Prof. Ogletree's speech from the main room, many 
were seated in aisles. 
We're not sure whether we're more 
ashamed of law students for not attend­
ing the speech by Secretary of the Trea­
sury John Snow or for not attending the 
reception afterward. 
It was one of the nice receptions 
with hot food, dessert, and alcohol. But 
there were more outside guests and re­
porters in attendance - eating the food 
and drinking the drinks that law students' 
tuition paid for - than there were law stu­
dents. 
It's easy to take for granted that 
GW has such prominent alumni and that 
there are so many high-profile speakers 
visiting campus, but free food? Where 
were you people? 
On the other hand, Professor 
Charles Ogletree drew an enormous 
crowd that saw people seated on the floor 
all the way down the aisles and eventu­
ally required overflow rooms. 
Organizers should be proud of their 
tremendous accomplishment in drawing 
such a large crowd, and they should also 
be applauded for handling the masses 
admirably. 
It was one of the few instances in 
recent memory in which a speaker must 
certainly have been impressed by the turn­
out, Justice Scalia being one of the few 
possible exceptions, although we doubt 
he's impressed by anything. 
In the case of the Snow speech, 
however, students dropped the ball as they 
do so often when speakers come to cam­
pus. Our news reporters sometimes return 
from empty events and ask if we can 
adopt the Washington Post TV Column 
motto: "We attend speeches so you don't 
have to." 
For Secretary Snow, the Moot 
Court Room was reasonably well filled 
for the actual speech, but of course orga­
nizers moved the annual Manuel Cohen 
Memorial Lecture to a smaller room af­
ter earlier installments in the series were 
held in embarrassingly empty larger class­
rooms. 
Most of the guests at this year's lec­
ture weren't law students, and many 
weren't even undergraduates. Without 
the freeloaders, even the Moot Court 
room might have been embarrassingly 
empty. 
In part the timing of the speech was 
bad - Snow spoke in the late afternoon 
when many students were preparing for 
evening classes or still sitting in day 
classes. But this is a huge school, and the 
lack of turnout has been evident before. 
In some cases, advertising is a prob­
lem, but not here. Snow's speech was 
highlighted on the website and web por­
tal for weeks, and this newspaper ran a 
mention in our 4-11 column. That's not 
to mention the usual signs posted by the 
entrances. 
It's possible, too, that no one cared 
to hear from the Treasury Secretary, or 
maybe folks were turned off because he 
is a Republican. You'd think folks would 
turn out, though, just for the chance to 
hear an alumnus and cabinet member 
speak. Surely students are not so "used" 
to D.C. that they won't give such creden­
tials the time of day. 
We're not suggesting that students 
have any sort of obligation to show for 
speeches and campus events, but you're 
missing out on great events and great 
opportunities to interact with interesting 
people and prominent leaders. 
These speeches are part of the edu­
cation you came to law school for - in 
many instances, the best part. The people 
who speak here are often out in the 
trenches actually applying the law stu­
dents purport to care about. 
Why spend in one school year in 
D.C. what you could spend in three years 
elsewhere if you're not going to take ad­
vantage of the opportunities delivered to 
your doorstep? 
It also reflects poorly on the school 
when there's so little student interest evi­
dent in the issues of the day. 
But perhaps most importantly, by 
not turning out for these events, you're 
missing out on the coconut shrimp, 
eclairs, chicken fingers, cheese, and beer 
you've paid for. 
There's just no excuse for that. 
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ODDS AND ENDS 
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Q uoteable 
When discussing the idea of having adjunct professors teach Independent 
Legal Writing, Professor Larry Mitchell discussed the average workload of full-
time professors. Said Mitchell, "Even with three classes and a full scholarship 
load, we still have a pretty easy life." 







1 Computer fodder 
6 Indifferent person 
11 Blackball 
14 Like a street fighter 
15 Like a NYC apartment 
16 JFK initials 
17 Precisely 
19 Parcel of land 
20 Cowboy competition 
2 1 lily 
23 '85 best film award 
27 Hyde's partner 
28 Tilt the boat again 
2 9 bracelet 
31 Broadway event 
32 Conscious 
33 NATO member 
36 Monster 
37 DC pteycrs for short 
38 Pierce 
39 Dream reaction Acronym 
40 Michigan city 
41 Rotund individual 
42 Lamb's uttering 
44 Boats 
45 Be quiet 
47 Pals 
48 Paint type 
49 Escargot 
51 Hill dweller 
52 Something hit in 
an emergency 
58 Bronx cheer 
59 Solely 
60 Retaliate 
61 Violate a Commandment 
62 Acted like a carpenter 
63 Terra firma 
Down 
1 OJ's trier 
2 Negative prefix 
3 Option to sell a stock 
4 Yuk! 
5 St of Avila 
Crossword 101 
By Ed Canty 
1 2 3 4 
5 • 6 7 8 9 , • 11 12 13 
14 15 16 
17 18 1 19 
20 • 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 
28 • 29 30 
31 • 32 • 33 34 35 
36 • 37 • 38 
38 • • 
I42 43 • 
45 46 • 47 
48 • 49 50 
51 
I 




6 Gulf War missiles 
7 Carryall 
8 Golden Rule word 
9 Matrimonial words 
10 Boston Pops performance 
11 Umbilical cord scar 
12 Coral reef island 
13 Relating to birth 
18 Boxing match 
22 Alias Abbr 
23 Intense feeling 
24 Combine corporations 
25 Clock radio control 
26 Coin 
27 Bumps around 





37 Slide involuntarily 
38 Normal 
40 A social blunder 
41 Lack of success 
43 Consumed 
44 Infant's bed 
45 Chunks of Bacon 
46 North Vietnam city 
47 Turned toward 
49 Weather word 
50 Baseball club 
53 Precedes carte 
54 Beverage made of 
leaves 
55 Mariner 
56 Fall mo. 
57 Indefinitely large number 
Quotable Quote 
The reason there are 
two senators for each 
state is so that one can 
be the designated 
driver. 
• • • Jay Leno 
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(9) Lerner Elevator 
Winner 
Horoscopes 
Aries: (March 21—April 19) 
When Kansas wins the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament, 
the Access Group won't be your biggest creditor. 
Taurus: (April. 20—May 20) 
No, you can't buy a date at the EJF Auction. 
Gemini: (May 21—June 21) 
Your bid for the presidency of your favorite club will fail, despite the fact 
that you look just like John Kerry. Or maybe because of it. 
Cancer: (June 22—July 22) 
Your spring break will come back to haunt you. 
Leo: (July 23—Aug. 22) 
We know that job interview didn't go well. Sure it's almost summer, but 
the CDO doesn't suggest desparately beg on your knees until May. 
Virgo: (Aug. 23—Sept. 22) 
It's warm. Webmail is broken. The CDO sucks. 
But your birthday really was 6 months ago. 
Libra: (Sept. 23—Oct. 23) 
Tell your prospective employers the Nota Bene predicts a 4.0 for you this 
spring. Worked for us. 
Scorpio: (Oct. 24—Nov. 21) 
Think your debt report is bad? 
Wait till you see your starting salary at Olive Garden. 
Sagittarius: (Nov. 22—Dec. 21) 
Your tests of GW's water will find that lead is the least of'Our problems. 
* 
Capricorn: (Dec. 22—Jan. 19) 
Of your three Moot court judges, one will love everything you say, the 
other will hate everything, and the third won't be paying attention. 
Aquarius: (Jan. 20—Feb. 18) 
lLs - you might not have been told, but the official school handbook says 
it's a valid excuse to miss class in April if the weather is nice outside. 
Pisces: (Feb. 19—March 20) 
Do you get the idea you're welcome here when the Law School is 
counting down the days until you graduate and leave? 
